
 Newsletter February 2021 
Christ is in our midst! 

St. Michael the Archangel 

Serbian Orthodox Parish 
Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM 

Website: www.stmichaelshsv.org 

 

See St. Michaels Website for Calendar 

Wednesday, Feb. 3 – †6:00 pm  Moleben Service 

Saturday, Feb. 6 –†4:00 Inquirers/Catechumen Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

Sunday, Feb. 7 – St. Gregory the Theologian 
†8:45am Orthros  
†10:00am Divine Liturgy  

Wednesday, Feb. 10 – †6:00 pm  Moleben Service 

Saturday, Feb. 13 – †4:00 Inquirers/Catechumen Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers  

Sunday, Feb. 14 – Zacchaeus Sunday 
†8:45am Orthros  
†10:00am Divine Liturgy 
†12:30 pm Vespers 

Monday, Feb. 15 – Meeting of Our Lord 
†8:45am Orthros  
†10:00am Divine Liturgy  

Wednesday, Feb. 17 – †6:00 pm  Moleben Service 

Saturday, Feb. 20 – †4:00 Inquirers/Catechumen Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

Sunday, Feb. 21 – Sunday of Publican and Pharisee 
†8:45am Orthros 
†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Wednesday, Feb. 24 – †6:00 pm  Moleben Service 

Saturday, Feb. 27 – †4:00 Inquirers/Catechumen Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

Sunday, Feb. 28 – Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
†8:45am Orthros  
†10:00am Divine Liturgy 

Coffee Hour:  (*Great Lent) 

Feb. 7 – Veres/Freude    Mar. 7 – Fontane/Adams  
Feb. 14 – Zarzaur  * Mar. 14 – Haddock 
Feb. 21 – Ainsworth  * Mar. 21 – Hartley/Brennan 
Feb. 28 – Baker    * Mar. 28 – Harwell  

February Birthdays:  
1st – Joe Bergantz 
7th – Michele Platt 
9th – Alexandra Pickle 
9th – MaryAnn Lee 
11th – Ezra Jones 
11th – Lazarus Jones 
14th – Eszter Veres 
15th – Charles Malmede 
18th – Greg Barth 
19th – Timea Veres 
20th - Leonard Adams 
21st – Kurt Weber 
28th – Eric Morgan 

Feb. Anniversaries 

22nd – Pavel & Anya Sievers   

House Blessings::  

Please contact Fr. Gregory to schedule your house 

blessing.  We would like to complete these before 

Great Lent begins on March 15th, 2021. 

https://www.stmichaelshsv.org/


The News at St. Michael’s –February 2021 
 

Feasts & Fasts:  During the month of January, we celebrated The Feast of the 
Nativity of our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ on January 6 & 7.  A spirited 
Christmas celebration was held at the Schultz residence with the traditional wassail 
bowl.  Then, on January 18 & 19, we celebrated the Feast of Theophany, with the 
indoor and outdoor blessing of the waters.  Moleben & Akathist services were also 
held most Wednesday evenings in January. 

Spiritual Education:   Inquirer/Catechumen classes were held on Saturday afternoons 
at 4pm, (with the exception of Jan. 9).   

New Catechumen:  Congratulations to Corey (Silouan) Cordell who became a 
Catechumen on January 3rd.  May God grant him many years! 

LOOKING AHEAD… 

 

Upcoming Feasts & Fasts: The Feast of the Meeting of our Lord & Saviour Jesus 
Christ will be celebrated with Vespers after Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Feb. 14 and on 
Monday, Feb. 15 there will be a Matins service  at 8:45am and Divine Liturgy at 
10am.   

Catechumen & Inquirers Class: Classes are being held on Saturday afternoons at 
4:00pm throughout the month of February. 

  

St. Michael Moleben & Akathist Services:  These services will continue on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm.  Our purpose is to ask the heavenly intercession of 
our Patron: St. Michael the Archangel, as we develop our new property.  

 

House Blessings: Now that we have blessed the Holy Water last month at the Feast of 
Theophany, everyone is invited to have their annual house blessing.  Please contact Fr. 
Gregory at frgregory1@gmail.com to schedule yours.  We would like to finish these 
before the beginning of Great Lent (March 15th).  

 

2021 St. Michael Wall Calendars:  The 2021 St. Michael Wall Calendars will also be 
available for pickup at the church.  Suggested donation is $5 to help defray the printing 
costs. 

 

 

  

 



 

The Presentation (Meeting) of our Lord God 

and Saviour Jesus Christ - February 2/15 

(From the Prologue of Ochrid) 

On the fortieth day after His birth, the most holy Virgin brought 

her divine Son to the Temple in Jerusalem, to consecrate Him to the 

Lord and to purify herself according to the Law. (Lev. 12:2-7, Exod. 

12:2).  And though neither the one nor the other was necessary, 

nevertheless the Lawgiver would not in any way transgress the 

Law which He had given through His servant and prophet Moses.   

At that time, Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, was 

serving his turn as high priest in the Temple.  He stood the Virgin 

Mary in the place for maidens, not that for married women.  On this occasion, there were two very 

special people present: the elder, Simeon, and Anna the daughter of Phanuel.   

The righteous elder took his Messiah up in his arms and said: ‘Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant 

depart in peace, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation.’  Simeon also spoke the following words of 

the Christ Child: ‘Behold, this Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel.’  Then Anna, 

who had from her youth served God in the Temple in fasting and prayer, and who herself 

recognized the Messiah, praised the Lord and made known to the inhabitants of Jerusalem the 

coming of the awaited One.   

But the Pharisees, present in the Temple and seeing and hearing all that passed, and being vexed 

with Zacharias for having stood the Virgin Mary in the place for maidens, made this known to King 

Herod.  Believing this to be the new King of whom the star-followers from the East had spoken, 

Herod quickly sent to have Jesus killed.  But in the meantime the holy family had already escaped 

from the city and set out for Egypt, under the direction of an angel of God.   

This day has been celebrated from the very earliest times, but its solemn celebration dates from 

544, in the time of the Emperor Justinian.  At that time, Constantinople and its surroundings were 

struck by an epidemic, with five thousand or more people dying every day.  At the same time there 

was a terrible earthquake in Antioch.  Seeing the powerlessness of men to avert these catastrophes, 

the Emperor and the Patriarch together decided to call for fasting and prayer throughout the whole 

empire.   

On the day of the Presentation itself, they arranged processions through the towns and villages to 

implore the Lord to have mercy on His people.  And the Lord did have mercy, the epidemic and the 

earthquake ceasing instantly.  This happened in the year 544 AD.  As a result, the Presentation came 

to be celebrated as a great feast of the Lord.  Trees sprout at this time and begin the process of 

bringing forth their abundant fruit. 

Let us, the Christians of these last days, celebrate this feast of the Presentation of our Lord and 

pray that He will have mercy upon us and bring an end to the coronavirus! 



January 2021 Photos 

Above Left:  Corey Cordell is made a catechu-
men on Sunday, January 3, 2021. 

Above Right: Benj Litter leads the tubular chimes 
playing of Jolly Old Saint Nicholas on Nativity, 

Thursday, January 7, 2021. 
Middle Right:  Dylan plays a chime with coaching 

from his mother. 
Below:  More participants using chimes.  



Theophany 
January 19, 2021 
Outdoor blessing 

At 
Brahan Springs 

Park 
In 

Huntsville, AL 



January 2021 House Blessings 
Above Left:  Jones Family 

Above Right:  Sievers Family 
Middle Right:  Kaiser Family 

Bottom:  Tedford Family 



Prayer List: 

Living: Church Members & Orthodox Friends:  Please pray for God’s help with building of the future 
Church and hall on our new property on Madison Blvd.;   Friends of Members:  Anne Kobasa (mother of 
Helen Bergantz), Mahasin Tadros 

Reposed: Carl Brennan, Fr. Michael Vanderhoef, Fr. Patrick Kinder, Bill McKenney, Eli Grba, Fr. 
Athanasius Shaw, Gennadiy Zhmaylo, Fr. Chris Williamson, Gregory Hughes, Ron Waskerwitz, Christopher 
Pamfilis, Alexa & Hayden Hannig, Nicolae Caracalean, Olga Gulas, Valentina, Vangie Pamfilis, Milan 
Petrovic, Boris and Mary Kochoff, Fryni McCreary, Nelia Friedman, Natalie Elliott. 

Confessions:  May be heard Saturdays after Vespers; Sunday 9:40—10 am before Divine Liturgy or contact 
Fr. Gregory to arrange a time.  Please come early Sunday morning so we can begin Liturgy by 10:00 am. 

 

Committees/Chairpersons: 

Sub-deacons—Bob Zarzaur, Joe Bergantz,  

Hal Pastrick & Anthony Freude 

Choir Director—Ray Kendall 

Ass’t Choir Director—Matushka Ann 

Readers/Acolytes—Leonard Adams, Steve Cox, 

Matthew Hartley, David Hogan, Rick Kaiser, Ray 

Kendall, Benjamin Litter, Charles Malmede  

& Eric Morgan 

Sisterhood President—Iryna Haddock 

Sisterhood Treasurer—Michele Platt 

Sunday School Director—Matushka Ann 

Sunday School Teachers—Serena Harwell, Pavel 

Sievers  

Sunday School Teaching Assistants—Stephanie Litter  

Bookstore—Matushka Ann 

Library—Bill Tanner 

Building Maintenance—Sub-deacon Bob  

Zarzaur & Rick Kaiser 

Welcoming Committee Coordinator—Charles 

Malmede 

Live-streaming & Website—Charles Malmede 

Newsletter Bulletin—Rick Kaiser 

Candle/Supplies—Rick Kaiser 

Facebook/Instagram—Stephanie Litter 

Church Council—2020 to 2021 

Father Gregory Schultz—Parish Administrator 

Sub-deacon Moses (Bob) Zarzaur—President 

Michele Platt—Vice President 

Matthew Hartley—Treasurer 

Rick Kaiser—Secretary 

 

Members at Large— Joe Bergantz, John 

Duda, Benjamin Litter, Charles Malmede and 

Hal Pastrick 

Please note:  the Church telephone number is:  256-881-2449 

Office hours at the Church are cancelled at this time.   

Please contact Fr. Gregory concerning any pastoral needs. 

 


