Newsletter Setember 2021
Christ is in our midst!

St. Michael the Archangel
Serbian Orthodox Parish

Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Website: www.stmichaelshsv.org

See St. Michael’s Website for Calendar

Wednesday, Sept. 1 — Moleben to St. Michael

16:00 pm

Saturday, Sept. 4 — 14:00 Inquirers/Catechumen Class
16:00 pm Vespers

Sunday, Sept. 5 — Synaxis of the Saints of Moscow
18:45am Orthros
110:00am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, Sept. 8 — Moleben to St. Michael

16:00 pm

Saturday, Sept. 11 — Beheading of John the Baptist
14:00 Inquirers/Catechumen Class

16:00 pm Vespers

Sunday, Sept. 12 - Synaxis of the Saints of Saratov
& Novgorod

18:45am Orthros

110:00am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, Sept. 15 — Moleben to St. Michael
16:00 pm

Saturday, Sept. 18 — 14:00 Inquirers/Catechumen
16:00 pm Vespers

Sunday, Sept. 19 - Miracle of Archangel Michael
18:45am Orthros

110:00 am Divine Liturgy

Monday, Sept. 20 - 16:00 pm Vespers

Tuesday, Sept. 21 - Nativity of the Theotokos
18:45am Orthros

110:00am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, Sept. 22 — Moleben to St. Michael
16:00 pm

Saturday, Sept. 25 — 14:00 Inquirers/Catechumen
16:00 Vespers

Sunday, Sept. 26 - Consecration of the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre

18:45am Orthros

110:00 am Divine Liturgy

12:30 pm Vespers for Exaltation of the Cross
Monday, Sept. 27 - Exaltation of the Cross
18:45am Orthros

110:00am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, Sept. 29 — Moleben to St. Michael
16:00 pm

Coffee Hour:

Sept 5 — Hogan/Schultz Oct 3 — Mahafza

Sept 12 — Jones Oct 10 — Malmede

Sept 19 — Kendall Oct 17 — Morgan

Sept 26 — Litter Oct 24 — Novak
Oct 31 — Pcsolyar

September Birthdays:

3rd — Ashley Zarzaur

3rd — Landon Zarzaur

7th — Bob Zarzaur

8th — Leeza Haddock

14th — Monica Schultz Baker
14th — Dylan Phillips

22nd — Anna Fontane

September Anniversaries:

3rd — Olesya & Adam Phillips

10th — Fr. Gregory & Mat Ann Schultz

24th —Eric & Wendy Morgan

27th — John & Anna Jones

Thank You: Rick Kaiser & Charles Malmede for picking

EZ picnic tables and umbrellas and setting up in
Church parking lot for parents and children.

Please Pray: For the repose of Judith Kingsley (Mat.
Ann’s sister). She is non-orthodox.

St. John Craft Fair: Please contact Stephanie Litter
about participating in the craft fair on November 20,
2021 to help raise funds for St. Michael’s.

Congratulations: To Anna Kobasa (Helen Berganz’s
mother) who celebrated her 100th birthday.



https://www.stmichaelshsv.org/

The News at St. Michael’s —September 2021

Feasts & Fasts: We celebrated the Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord with Vespers, Matins &
Liturgy on August 18 & 19. Following the two-week Dormition Fast ,we also celebrated the Feast of the
Dormition of the Theotokos with Vespers, Matins & Liturgy on August 27 & 28. Moleben & Akathist
Services were held on Wednesday evenings in August as well.

Spiritual Education: Inquirer/Catechumen classes were held on the Saturdays in August.

New Catechumens: May God grant many years to new Catechumens Barbara Eatmon (August 8th) and
Steve Gordon (August 22)!

Capital Campaign/New Property: It is with great joy that WE HAVE REACHED OUR GOAL of
monthly pledges totaling $7,750 per month! Thanks be to God and thanks to everyone who made a pledge!
We met with our architect team on August 9th and they are now working on the actual building drawings and
expect them to be ready by around the end of October. Once those are approved and we get the contractor
bids, we can go to the bank and obtain the financing. In the meantime, Phase 2 is about 75% completed, but
one of our contractors was ill and we’ve had both weather delays and ‘red-tape’ delays, so it’s moving forward
slowly but surely. Please pray for this project that we will be able to break ground next Spring and move into
our new church and hall building by end of 2022!

LOOKING AHEAD...

Upcoming Services & Fasts: We will celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos with a Vespers
on Monday, September 20th and a Matins Service at 8:45am and Divine Liturgy at 10:00am on Tuesday,
September 21st. Then, on Sunday, September 26th, we will celebrate the Feast of the Elevation of the Cross
with a Vespers Service after Coffee Hour (about 12:30pm) and Matins/Diving Liturgy on Monday, September
27th at 8:45am and 10am respectively. Due to the nature of this feast, Monday, September 27th is a Fast
Day (wine & oil allowed). The Moleben/Akathist services will continue throughout this month on the other
Wednesday evenings in order to request heavenly intercessions from our Patron St. Michael the Archangel for
our new church! Another exception to the Fasting schedule is that Saturday, September 11th on The Feast
of the Beheading of John the Baptist, the Holy Church directs us to Fast on this day (wine & oil allowed).

Spiritual Survival Course: Will be offered on Wednesdays, beginning September 1st following the Moleben
Service (about 7:00pm). The Spiritual Survival Course was originally presented by Fr. Seraphim Rose some 40
years ago. It includes a survey of western culture from an Orthodox Christian perspective, from the time of the
Great Schism (1054 AD) up to our present time. This course is extremely beneficial and necessary in building
our Orthodox Worldview as well as making sense of the world around us in these difficult times. There will be
a simple fasting meal of soup, salad and bread (suggested donation $5 to defray costs). Please let Fr. Gregory
know if you plan to attend so that we make sure we have enough food for everyone.

Catechumen & Inquirers Class: Classes will continue on Saturday afternoons at 4:00pm throughout the
month of September.

Children’s Education Workshop: On Tuesday, September 7th, at 6:00pm, Mat. Ann will be offering a
presentation on Orthodox children’s education based on the St. Kosmas Conference she attended this past
Spring. Please bring a brown bag dinner. Mat. Ann would appreciate it if you could let her know that you
plan to attend so that she can make the necessary preparations.

Patriarchal Visit: Our newly elected Patriarch Porfirije will be coming to America from October 12th
through October 23rd. He has chosen to visit our New Gracanica Diocese in the Chicago, IL area, which is a
great honor! Everyone is invited. There are three main events: Tuesday evening, October 12th, the
Patriarch and his delegation will arrive in Chicago and there will be a festive reception to welcome him. On
October 14th, the Monastery Slava of New Gracanica—The Protection of the Mother of God, will be
celebrated with an Hierarchical Liturgy in the morning with the Patriarch himself presiding, followed by a
feast meal. On Saturday, October 16th, there will be an Hierarchical Liturgy followed by a special banquet.
You must make a reservation before Oct. 1st ($100 per person). Please review the emails regarding this or ask
Fr. Gregory if you need more information.




.3;] At the Foot of the Cross
Excerpted from a Homily by Fr. Milorad Loncar
Many years ago, a woman told me about an experience of hers. She said, “For a long time, I did not think

about the Cross nor about the essence of our faith. At times I would go to church, to prayer, you know, like
most of us do. I would go there, stand, and when the service would end, I would go home. Sometimes it was hard to
stand, and at other times my thoughts would drift away and then the service would go by faster. There were also moments
when I thought to myself how I just wasted time in church, and if I had been home instead I could have finished many
jobs. T always stood in church without personal participation. I used to think, ‘what difference does it make to me,” but I
never said it. My folks went to church, they took me with them, and now it was my turn to do the same. But one time, I
don’t know if God Himself had arranged this incident, I was in church on Great and Holy Friday. Even though I stood at
the entrance to the church, people who were coming in kept pushing me further in until I was at the middle of the church. 1
wasn’t comfortable with that, but it’s not like anyone cared. And so, little by little, I found myself at the foot of the
Cross—the great crucifix which was set up to the right of Christ’s tomb. It seemed like I started feeling
uncomfortablefrom the proximity of the Cross. At one moment I heard the priest saying, “As we stand under the Cross,
before God Who had been crucified by men, His only fault being love for men...” I raised my eyes towards Christ’s face,
and it seemed to me that I was able to see all the sorrow in His eyes caused by this act of men, by this horrific drama. I got
some strange sort of shivers and in one moment I understood everything that needed to understand. The meaning of
coming to church to pray became clear. I never forgot this moment at the foot of the Cross and the eyes of our Savior in
which there was no judgment or reproach, but only what seemed as a call to understanding. Since then, I have been
coming regularly to church, I read the Gospel bit by bit and other spiritual books, and services are never long anymore.”

For a long time after hearing this moving story I kept it fresh in my mind and I wondered, how is it possible for so
many people in this world to never stand at the foot of Christ’s Cross and look in His eyes and understand that which this
woman understood so easily? The Cross is truly marvelous and unique. Aside from becoming the all-conquering weapon,
it teaches people daily and brings them to repentance, that is, it translates them from death to life. It is always important to
stand at the foot of the Cross and look in the eyes of the One Who has been crucified for us, but this idea is most easily
understood on Great and Holy Friday; because Holy Friday is the day when Our Saviour and Redeemer gave up His life on
the Cross. On this day, standing at the foot of the Cross, we can best understand God’s love for mankind. There is no
better mirror than this — than coming to church on Holy Friday and standing at the foot of the Cross. Here, one sees
himself in a most natural light. Here, we come to understand our smallness but also our greatness. Because God did not
suffer on the Cross for angels or someone else, but for us. God’s love for us, His creatures, is beyond measure. So, gazing
from the foot of the Cross at the One Who was crucified, let us keep this in mind, and let us try, like that woman
mentioned earlier, to understand the meaning of the moment and to see it as an invitation to place the uncontainable God
into our minds.

When one is at the foot of the Cross, he sees farthest. From that perspective springs forth not just sorrow over the sin
committed by man, even though the sin is great, but also the unwaning light—the light of Resurrection which illumines all
and balances out the sorrow of the great drama of the God-man. We are real at the foot of the Cross, the blade of our pride
is dulled, we are strengthened and comforted by Christ’s meedk gaze. We are on our knees, not humiliated, but we testify
to the understanding of Christ’s sacrifice and acceptance of his path. “Come to me all ye that are weary and heavy laden
and I will give you rest.” (Mt. 11:28) When we stand at the foot of the Cross, we testify to the fact that we have heard
these words of the Saviour.

At the foot of the Cross, one feels protected. That very gaze of the Saviour that we talked about, which is without
reproach and in which we cannot see a trace of death, but clearly recognize life — that gaze is a testimony of the
Resurrection. It reminds us of the Saviour’s words, “T am the resurrection and life; he who believes in Me, even if he dies,
shall live.” (Jn. 11:25) Why would someone standing at the foot of the Cross have any fear, knowing this promise of the
Lord? Truly, there is no room for fear. And for that reason, the foundation of our faith is the Resurrection, even as we
stand at the foot of the Cross, and Christ’s gaze from the Cross, full of grace and invitation, testifies to the fact that we are
followers of the Living God Who came to save us, Who allowed Himself to suffer by people’s hands for the sake of our
salvation, and by His glorious resurrection from the dead gave us eternal life. That is why we are the Church of the Cross
and of the Resurrection. The Cross is our way to heaven, to Resurrection.

O Resurrected Lord, help us on this day when we celebrate Thy glorious Resurrection, and to understand that the way
to Thee, our Resurrected Lord, the way at the foot of the Cross and by the Cross, is sometimes easy and sometimes hard,
but that it is the way marked with hope in eternal life and resurrection. Christ is Risen!




August 2021 Photos

Above: On August 1, blessing of the
children for the 2021-2022 school year.

Center & Bottom Left: On August 5,
blessing the construction of Peter &
Timea’s new house.

Bottom Right: Installing the new picnic
tables and umbrellas with Rick &
Charles.




Above left & right: Barbara Eatmon is
made a catechumen with sponsor Galina
Dukes on August 8; Steve Gordon is
made a catechumen with sponsor, Ray
Kendall on August 22.

Bottom left & right: Wendy Morgan and Stephanie Lit-
tle learn how to bake Prosfora with Matushka Ann on
Tuesday, August 3




Feast of the Transfiguration of
the Lord
Thursday, August 19, 2021

Feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos
Saturday, August 28, 2021




Prayer List:

Living: Church Members & Orthodox Friends: Please pray for God’s help with building of the future
Church and hall on our new property on Madison Blvd.; Friends of Members: Anne Kobasa (mother of

Helen Bergantz), Mahasin Tadros & Bob Zarzaur.

Reposed: Judith Kingsley (non-Orthodox) Tamara Savina, Jim Nordness, Patriarch Iriney, Metropolitan
Amphiloque, Fr. James Barfield, Carl Brennan, Fr. Michael Vanderhoef, Fr. Patrick Kinder, Bill McKenney,
Eli Grba, Fr. Athanasius Shaw, Gennadiy Zhmaylo, Fr. Chris Williamson, Gregory Hughes, Ron
Waskerwitz, Christopher Pamfilis, Alexa & Hayden Hannig, Nicolae Caracalean, Olga Gulas, Valentina,
Vangie Pamfilis, Milan Petrovic, Boris and Mary Kochoff, Fryni McCreary, Nelia Friedman, Natalie Elliott.

Confessions: May be heard Saturdays after Vespers; Sunday 9:40—10 am before Divine Liturgy or contact
Fr. Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early Sunday morning so we can begin Liturgy by 10:00 am.

Committees/Chairpersons:

Sub-deacons—Bob Zarzaur, Joe Bergantz,
Hal Pastrick & Anthony Freude

Choir Director—Ray Kendall

Ass’t Choir Director—Matushka Ann
Readers/Acolytes—ILeonard Adams, Matthew
Hartley, David Hogan, Rick Kaiser, Ray
Kendall, Benjamin Litter, Charles Malmede
& Eric Morgan

Sisterhood President—Iryna Haddock
Sisterhood Treasurer—Michele Platt

Sunday School Director—Matushka Ann
Sunday School Teachers—Serena Harwell, Pavel
Sievers

Sunday School Teaching Assistants—Stephanie Litter
Bookstore—Matushka Ann

Library—Bill Tanner

Building Maintenance—Sub-deacon Bob
Zarzaur & Rick Kaiser

Welcoming Committee Coordinator—Charles
Malmede

Live-streaming & Website—Charles Malmede
Newsletter Bulletin—Rick Kaiser
Candle/Supplies—Rick Kaiser
Facebook/Instagram—Stephanie Litter

Church Council—2021 to 2022

Father Gregory Schultz—Parish Administrator
Sub-deacon Moses (Bob) Zarzaur—President
Michele Platt—Vice President

Matthew Hartley—Treasurer

Rick Kaiser—Secretary

Members at Large— Joe Bergantz, John

Duda, Benjamin Litter, Charles Malmede and
Hal Pastrick

Please note: the Church telephone number is: 256-881-2449
Office hours at the Church are cancelled at this time.

Please contact Fr. Gregory concerning any pastoral needs.




