ST. MICHAEL
THE ARCHANGEL

ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

APRIL 2024 NEWSLETTER

St. Michael’s is an Eastern Orthodox Christian
church. We celebrate the ancient Orthodox
liturgies in English:

Vespers at 6:00 pm on Saturdays
Martins at 8:45 am on Sundays
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am on Sundays

We offer classes about Orthodoxy: Saturdays
at 4:00 pm.

Check Highlights on the next page for this
month's liturgy, class and events schedule.

Please feel welcome to attend our classes and
liturgies!

St. Michael’s Orthodox Christian Church
4319 Spartacus Dr., Huntsville, Alabama 35805
frgregory@stmichaelshsv.org | 256-881-2449

www.facebook.com/stmichaelshuntsvilleal

www.stmichaelshsv.org
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Calendar Highlights

See also St. Michael’s website for calendar.
Apr 03 Wednesday: 16:00 pm Presanctified Liturgy
7:30 pm Lenten Study Group & Meal
Apr 06 Saturday
t4:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s Class
t6:00 pm Vespers
Apr 07 Sunday: Annunciation of the Most Holy Mother
of God (Fish Day)
t8:45 am Orthros
t10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Apr 10 Wednesday: NO PRESANCTIFIED OR STUDY
GROUP
Apr 13 Saturday
NO CATECHUMEN CLASS OR VESPERS
Apr 14 Sunday: St. John of the Ladder
t8:45 am Orthros
t10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Apr 17 Wednesday: 16:00 pm Presanctified Liturgy
7:30 pm Lenten Study Group & Meal
Apr 20 Saturday
10:30 am - 12:30 pm: Choir Rehearsal
t4:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s Class
t6:00 pm Vespers
Apr 21 Sunday: St. Mary of Egypt
t8:45 am Orthros
110:00 am Divine Liturgy

Apr 24 Wednesday: 16:00 pm Presanctified Liturgy

7:30 pm Lenten Study Group & Meal
Apr 25 Thursday: 5:00 pm Choir Practice

Apr 27 Saturday: Lazarus Saturday

t8:45 am Orthros

110:00 am Divine Liturgy

BAPTISMS FOLLOWING

t6:00 pm Vespers
Apr 28 Sunday: PALM SUNDAY (Fish Day)

t8:45 am Orthros Blessing of the Palms

110:00 am Divine Liturgy
Apr 29 Great Monday : 16:00 pm Bridegroom Matins
Apr 30 Great Tuesday : 76:00 pm Bridegroom Matins
May 1 Great Wednesday : 16:00 pm Unction Service
May 2 Great Thursday : 18:45 am Orthros

1t10:00 am Vesperal Liturgy

t6:00 pm Service of 12 Gospels
May 3 Great Friday : 19:00 am Royal Hours

111:00 am Decorate Tomb

t6:00 pm Vespers & Procession with Epitaphios
May 4 Great Saturday : 78:45 am Orthros

t10:00 am Vesperal Liturgy

t11:30 pm Paschal Matins
May 5 Sunday - PASCHA 3:00 pm Agape Vespers at the
Edgewater with potluck & Easter Egg Hunt

Coffee Hours
Red is a fasting meal. If you need to change your time,
please find someone who can trade time slots with you.
Apr 07: Malmede, Ballew = May 05: PASCHA
Apr 14: Carlsons May 12: Platt, Cox
Apr 21: Novak May 19: Sievers
Apr 28: Pcsolyar May 26: Tanner, Portillo

Birthdays
Apr 07: Alexandra Jones | Apr 18: Helena Jones
Apr 08: Mary Catherine
Ballew
Apr 10: Jeremy Haddock | Apr 27: Zoe Zarzaur

Apr 14: Mat. Ann Schultz

Apr 21: Brian Ballew

Anniversaries
Apr 07: Bill and Heather Tanner

Save the Date

Choir Practice in Preparation for Pascha on Saturday,
April 20, 10:30 - 12:30 am and Thursday, April 25, 5:00
—6:00 pm. Contact Emma Pcsolyar —
emmasolak@gmail.com

Deep Cleaning for Pascha — The Sisterhood of St. Sophia
will be sending out an email to schedule a deep cleaning
of the Church including behind the altar. TBD contact
Diakonissa Stephanie Litter — stephlitter@gmail.com

The 10*" Annual Retreat on Monte Sano (Thursday June
6 — Sunday June 9, Dec 2024) with speaker Dr. Mark
Tarpley. Contact Deacon Fr. Benjamin Litter
(bdlitter@gmail.com) to reserve your campsite. Call
Monte Sano for cabins: 256-534-6589.f

Thanks To —Bob Zarzaur, Charles Malmede, Rick
Kaiser and Justin Novak for reconstructing our
moveable iconostasis in time to be used at the 8"
Ecumenical Council Theological Conference at Lake
Guntersville on March 16 — 18. Bill Tanner, Taylor
Terry, Caleb Eversole for helping to set up and take
down the iconostasis.
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Parish News

FEASTS: We celebrated Meatfare Sunday on March
10 and Cheesefare Sunday on March 17. Also on
March 17, following Coffee Hour, parishioners
gathered for the ceremony of mutual forgiveness.
For the Sunday of Orthodoxy on March 24,
parishioners from St. Michael’s, St. Petka’s in
Nashville & St Peter of Krutitsa (Lebanon, TN)
gathered at the Joy of All Who Sorrow Serbian
Orthodox Monastery in Monteagle, Tennessee.
This was the first time that many had seen the new
monastery and it was wonderful to celebrate this
joyous occasion with our brothers and sisters.

8t Ecumenical Council Theological Conference:
With the blessing of our Bishop Longin, the
Conference on the 8" Ecumenical Council; co-
sponsored by St. Michael’s and Uncut Mountain
Press, was held on March 14 — 16, 2024 at
Guntersville State Park Conference Center. Guest
speakers included: Dr. Theodore Alexopoulos,
Ph.D., Constantine Zalalas, MS, Patrick Craig
Truglia, Metropolitan Neophytus of Morphou,
Metropolitan Seraphim of Piraeus, Dr. David Ford,
Fr. Anastasios Gotsopoulos, Fr. Johannes Jacobse,
and Monk Filotheu Balan. The conference was
attended by some 200 people from all over the
country, as well as another 200 who attended the
livestream from as far away as Australia.

New Property Update: We made tremendous
progress by the end of December 2023, cutting
down the $239,000 deficit to only $45,000 of the
cash equity needed to close the loan and begin
construction. Some of our friends and parishioners
who made Building Fund pledges last year have not
made all their payments. Please check your
financial records to make sure that you are current
with your pledge payments and be sure to contact
our Treasurer, Caleb Eversole or Fr. Gregory if you
have any questions or need to discuss your pledge.
We really need everyone to make their pledge
payments to help close this gap so we can get the
construction loan and begin work on the new
building. We will continue the Moleben & Akathist
services to St. Michael for heavenly assistance, but
even if you are not able to come on Wednesday
evenings, please include our new church building

project in prayers at home!

Looking Ahead

Great Lent continues throughout April. Please see
the calendar for specific events that will occur
during the month. We continue serving the Pre-
Sanctified Liturgy on Wednesday evenings at
6:00pm (except April 10) followed by a simple
fasting meal and a Spiritual Study Group.

Catechumen & Inquirer Classes will continue on
Saturdays at 4:00pm except for Saturday, April 13
and Lazarus Saturday, April 27.

Choir Practice in preparation for Pascha on
Saturday, April 10, 10:30 — 12:30 pm and Thursday,
April 25, 5:00 — 6:00 pm. See Emma Pcsolyar.

Lazarus Saturday On April 27, 10 am Divine Liturgy
followed by several baptisms.

Palm Sunday will be on April 28, 10 am Divine
Liturgy, blessing of the palms and a procession

Holy Week: Begins on Monday, April 29. Please
see the calendar for further information.

PASCHA: will be celebrated with the All-Night-Vigil
beginning at 11:30 pm on Saturday, May 4. Our
annual Pascha celebration will take place at the
Edgewater Clubhouse on Sunday, May 5t at 3:00
pm.



From Repentance to Resurrection
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As we continue through the season of
Great Lent, by the end of this month it
will already be Holy Week. It almost
seems like a contradiction that while
we are still observing the Great Lenten
b Fast, we see the signs of spring all
around us. Flowers and leaves are

I starting to burst out everywhere, birds
are joyfully singing and all creation is
awakening to the renewal that Spring

{ brings. Yet, our Holy Church
continues to call us to fast, to pray and
to repent. From a worldly point of
view, this seems like a contradiction,
but from the spiritual point of view, our struggles to keep the fast and repent of our sins liberates and
uplifts our spirits.

Great Lent is a time of spiritual transformation, not some gloomy process of beating our breasts and
saying ‘mea culpa.” Yes, we are called upon to repent of our sins, but this is a means to an end, not an
end in itself! As we have often heard, the English word “repentance” is translated from the Greek
word “metanoia.” Metanoia is a combination of two words: “meta,” meaning change or
transformation and “noia” which refers to that higher part of our minds and hearts through which
God reveals the spiritual world to us. Without the spiritual struggles of repentance, there can be no
Resurrection.

St. Diadochos of Photiki* once described what is meant by metanoia: “Those who consciously love God
in their hearts never lose an intense longing for spiritual illumination, until they feel it in their bones and no
longer know themselves but are completely transformed by the love of God. They are both present in this life and
not present. They live in the body, but have departed from it, as through love they ceaselessly journey in their
souls towards God. Their hearts constantly burn with the fire of love and they cling to God with an irresistible
fervor, for they have, once and for all, transcended self-love in their love for God.”

St. Diadochos lived in time when great saints and righteous ones were found in greater abundance

than in our modern times today. Yet as has been observed by Holy Fathers, although we may have
arrived late to the banquet, yet we are still able to be nourished by the abundant scraps and crumbs
that fell to the floor!

May God bless us all to make good use of these last weeks before Pascha that we too may enter into
the joy of Christ’s Resurrection!






At Lake Guntersville
March 14 — 16, 2024
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House Blessings




Mont Eagle TN
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Joy of All Who Sorrow




Prayers for the Living

CHURCH MEMBERS AND ORTHODOX FRIENDS Wanda (Christine) Gilbert and Pat Darzi. Please pray for God’s help with
building of the future Church and hall on our new property on Madison Blvd.

FRIENDS OF MEMBERS, INQUIRERS, AND CATECHUMENS Chasity Sanders, Oliver Norris, Logan Thompson, Tyler
Witchard, Stacy Litchfield and son, Lucas; Joseph Bischoff, Scot Dill, Caelan and Tallys Heiss, Sam Johnson, David Reid,
Mark & Vanessa Bamford, Mark Lief, Adam Isom & Rachael James.

Prayers for the Reposed

ORTHODOX Fr. Anthony Goode, Ed Brickel, Sarah Smallidge-Hoyle, Alexandr Etenko, Alevtina Shirotov, John Driver,
Shannon (Brigid) McBride, Dolores Gelemy (Pat Darzi’s sister), Anna Kobasa (mother of Helen Bergantz), Monk Maximos
Rossi, Alexander Fedoseenko (Oksana Falconbury’s father) Matushka Ann Hopko, Madelyn Lloyd, John Leonforte, Larissa
Newman, Tamara Savina, Jim Nordness, Patriarch Iriney, Metropolitan Amphiloque, Fr. James Barfield, Carl Brennan, Fr.
Michael Vanderhoef, Fr. Patrick Kinder, Bill McKenney, Eli Grba, Fr. Athanasius Shaw, Gennadiy Zhmaylo, Fr. Chris
Williamson, Gregory Hughes, Ron Waskerwitz, Christopher Pamfilis, Alexa & Hayden Hannig, Nicolae Caracalean, Olga

Gulas, Valentina, Vangie Pamfilis, Milan Petrovic, Boris and Mary Kochoff, Fryni McCreary, Nelia Friedman, Natalie

Elliott, Johanna Hargreaves.

NON-ORTHODOX Bonnie Jean Ramirez, Robert Allen Schultz, Ted Darzi, Sylvia Gordon.

Clergy

Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz
Deacons: Deacon Benjamin Litter

Sub-deacons: Bob Zarzaur, Joe Bergantz, Hal Pastrick
Readers / Acolytes: Bill Tanner, Caleb Eversole, Steve
Cox, David Hogan, Rick Kaiser, Charles Malmede

Committees / Chairpersons

Choir Leader Coordinator: Deacon Benjamin Litter

Choir Leader Director: Emma Pcsolyar

Choir Leaders: Deacon Benjamin Litter, Bill Tanner, Caleb
Eversole, Charles Malmede, Emma Pcsolyar, Matushka
Ann.

Sisterhood President: Stephanie Litter

Sisterhood Vice President: Kim Gilbert

Sisterhood Treasurer: Anya Sievers

Sisterhood Secretary: Emma Pcsolyar

Auditors: Sarah Braun, Christine Ramirez, Madi Terry
Sunday School Director: Stephanie Litter

Flower Arranging Coordinator: Christine Ramirez
Bookstore Manager: Matushka Ann

Assistant Bookstore Manager: Erin Terry

Library: Bill Tanner

Building Maintenance: Sub-deacon Bob Zarzaur, Rick
Kaiser

Website: Charles Malmede

Facebook, Instagram: Stephanie Litter, Katie Portillo
Candles, Supplies: Rick Kaiser

Newsletter, Annual Calendar: Steve Gordon

Church Council: 2023 to 2024

Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz
President: Sub-deacon Moses (Bob) Zarzaur

Vice President: Michele Platt

Treasurer: Caleb Eversole

Secretary: Rick Kaiser

Members at Large: Deacon Benjamin Litter, John Duda,
Serena Harwell, Charles Malmede, Hal Pastrick

Confessions

Confession may be heard Saturdays after Vespers,
Sunday 9:40-10am before Divine Liturgy, or contact Fr.
Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early Sunday
morning so we can begin Liturgy by 10:00 am.

Church telephone number: 256-881-2449.
Please contact Fr. Gregory about any pastoral needs.




