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St. Michael’s is an Eastern Orthodox  
Christian church. We celebrate the ancient  
Orthodox liturgies in English:  
 
 Vespers at 6:00 pm on Saturdays 
 Matins at 8:45 am on Sundays 
 Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am on Sundays  
 
We offer classes about Orthodoxy: 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm. 
 
Check Highlights on the next page for this 
month's liturgy, class and events schedule. 
 
Please feel welcome to attend our classes 
and liturgies! 
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Crossing the Finish Line 

 St. Paul once compared our Christian life on this earth 

to a race toward the Kingdom of Heaven.  In Hebrews 12:1 

ñ...let us run with patience the race that is set before us.ò  

In 1 Corinthians 9:24 ñKnow ye not that they which run in 

a race run all, but one receiveth the prize?  So run, that ye 

may obtain.ò  One the early Church Fathers, Tertullian of 

Carthage, wrote: ñ...Athletes are set apart for more rigid 

training to apply themselves to the building up of their 

physical strength.  They are kept from lavish living, from 

more tempting dishes, from more pleasurable drinks.  They 

are urged on, they are subjected to tortuous toils, they are 

worn out.  The more strenuously they have exerted 

themselves, the greater is their hope of victory.ñ    

 

 As Orthodox Christians, we are called to be ñspiritual 

athletes.ò  Our training consists of prayer, fasting, 

almsgiving, good deeds and the struggle to conquer the sinful passions and with Godôs help, to acquire the 

virtues.  The Liturgical year  begins each September 1/14 and serves as the ñcourseò in which our race will 

be run.  St. John Maximovitch once said that the Nativity of the Mother of God (Sept. 8/21) is at the 

beginning of the Liturgical (Church) Year and her Holy Dormition (Aug. 15/28) is at the end of the 

Liturgical Year.   

 Our Holy Orthodox Church has given us the whole cycle of Divine Services, Feasts and Fasts for our 

spiritual benefit.  While time and space are only found here in this fallen world, the Church Year sanctifies 

time itself and in the Divine Services and Cycles of the Church, heaven and earth come together.   

There are two events that will take place in the heavenly world during the month of August, when heaven 

and earth will come together and it will be possible to experience a foretaste of heaven.  Yes, God is 

óeverywhere present and fillest all things,ô but the Great Feasts of the Church offer us a special opportunity 

to experience Godôs Grace more readily.   

 On Monday, August 19th, we will celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration.  Then, on Wednesday, 

August 28th, the Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of God will be celebrated (following a two-week fast 

in preparation for the feast) .  There will be a Vespers service the night before each of these great feasts and 

then a Matins service and Divine Liturgy on the mornings of the feasts.   

 As our Lord instructed us:  ñ...Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these 

things shall be added unto you.ò  (Matthew 6:33). If we organize our lives around the great feasts and fasts 

of the Church, we will begin to practice what our Lord taught us.  Then, óall these thingsô will be added 

unto us:  that is, all of our material needs.  More importantly, we will be found pleasing to God and He will 

grant us His great blessing!   

 May our Lord help us to practice our faith by paying attention to the great feasts and fasts and 

participating as much as we are able, that we too may be counted worthy to enter into the kingdom of 

heaven when we depart this life.  Amen!   



The Sievers Family Pilgrimage to Belarussia 
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Ramirez Baby Shower 
July 20, 2024 



House  
Blessings  

For 
July, 2024 

 
Left:  Weston Letson 

 
Bottom:  Adam & Olesya Phillips 



Center Left: 
 

Dcn. Benjamin & Josh 
Pscolyar enjoy pizza  

supplied by Galina Dukes 

Bottom Left to Right: 
 

Joey Brown, Adam 
Isom, Hector Portillo, 

Bobby Phillips, Jonathan 
Gagnon, Josh Pscolyar, 

Matthew Griffin, Nick 
Krams, Dylan Hancock, 

Ty Witchard, Logan 
Thompson, Caleb Ever-
sole, Deacon Benjamin, 

Fr. Gregory, Galina 
Dukes and Tommy 

Yelland  

Work Party at the 
St. Michaelôs 

New Property on 
8122 Madison Blvd. 

in Madison 
On 

Saturday, July 27, 2024 



Hector & Katie Portillo Wedding 
on Sunday, July 28, 2024 

Left:  Betrothal Ceremony 
Right Center:  Dance of David 

Center Left:  Communion 
Below Right:  Family 

Below Left:  Wedding Cake 



Prayers for the Living 

CHURCH MEMBERS AND ORTHODOX FRIENDS Wanda (Christine) Gilbert and Pat Darzi. Please pray for 
Godôs help with building of the future Church and hall on our new property on Madison Blvd. 
 
FRIENDS OF MEMBERS, INQUIRERS, AND CATECHUMENS Chasity Sanders, Oliver Norris, Logan 
Thompson, Stacy Litchfield and son, Lucas;  Scot Dill, Tallys Heiss, Sam Johnson, David Reid, Mark Lief, 
Rachael James. 
 
Prayers for the Reposed 

ORTHODOX Ernest Flamik, Fr. Moses Berry, Fr. Anthony Goode, Ed Brickel, Sarah Smallidge-Hoyle, 
Alexandr Etenko, Alevtina Shirotov, John Driver, Shannon (Brigid) McBride, Dolores Gelemy (Pat Darziôs 
sister), Anna Kobasa (mother of Helen Bergantz), Monk Maximos Rossi, Alexander Fedoseenko (Oksana 
Falconburyôs father) Matushka Ann Hopko, Madelyn Lloyd, John Leonforte, Larissa Newman, Tamara 
Savina, Jim Nordness, Patriarch Iriney, Metropolitan Amphiloque, Fr. James Barfield, Carl Brennan, Fr. Mi-
chael Vanderhoef, Fr. Patrick Kinder, Bill McKenney, Eli Grba, Fr. Athanasius Shaw, Gennadiy Zhmaylo, Fr. 
Chris Williamson, Gregory Hughes, Ron Waskerwitz, Christopher Pamfilis, Alexa & Hayden Hannig, Nicolae 
Caracalean, Olga Gulas, Valentina, Vangie Pamfilis, Milan Petrovic, Boris and Mary Kochoff, Fryni McCreary, 
Nelia Friedman, Natalie Elliott, Johanna Hargreaves.  

NON-ORTHODOX Peggy Phillips, Anita Hogan, Bonnie Jean Ramirez, Robert Allen Schultz, Ted Darzi, 
Sylvia Gordon.  

Clergy 

Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz 
Deacons: Deacon Benjamin Litter 
Sub-deacons: Moses (Bob) Zarzaur, Joe Ber-
gantz, Hal Pastrick 
Readers / Acolytes: Bill Tanner, Caleb Eversole, 
Steve Cox, David Hogan, Rick Kaiser, Charles 
Malmede 
 
Committees / Chairpersons 

Choir Leader Coordinator: Deacon Benjamin 
Litter 
Choir Leader Director: Emma Pcsolyar 
Choir Leaders: Deacon Benjamin Litter, Bill Tan-
ner, Caleb Eversole, Charles Malmede, Emma 
Pcsolyar, Matushka Ann. 
Sisterhood President: Diakonissa Stephanie Litter  
Sisterhood Vice President: Kim Gilbert  
Sisterhood Treasurer: Anya Sievers 
Sisterhood Secretary: Emma Pcsolyar 
 
Auditors: Christine Ramirez, Madi Terry 
Sunday School Director: Diakonissa Stephanie 
Litter 
Flower Arranging Coordinator: Christine Ramirez 
Bookstore Manager: Matushka Ann 
Assistant Bookstore Manager: Erin Terry 
Library: Bill Tanner 
Building Maintenance: Sub-deacon Bob Zarzaur, 
Rick Kaiser 
Website: Charles Malmede 
Facebook, Instagram: Diakonissa Stephanie 
Litter, Katie Portillo 
Candles, Supplies: Rick Kaiser 
Newsletter, Annual Calendar: Matushka Ann 

Church Council: 2023 to 2024  

Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz 
President: Sub-deacon Moses (Bob) Zarzaur 
Vice President: Michele Platt 
Treasurer: Caleb Eversole 
Secretary: Rick Kaiser 
Members at Large: Deacon Benjamin Litter, 
John Duda, Serena Harwell, Charles Malmede, 
Hal Pastrick 
 
Confessions 

Confession may be heard Saturdays after Ves-
pers, Sunday 9:40-10am before Divine Liturgy, 
or contact Fr. Gregory to arrange a time. Please 
come early Sunday morning so we can begin 
Liturgy by 10:00 am. 
 
Church telephone number: 256-881-2449. 

Please contact Fr. Gregory about any pasto-
ral needs. 

 


