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FEBRUARY 2024 NEWSLETTER 

St. Michael’s is an Eastern Orthodox Christian 
church. We celebrate the ancient Orthodox 
liturgies in English:  
 
 Vespers at 6:00 pm on Saturdays 
 Martins at 8:45 am on Sundays 
 Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am on Sundays  
 
We offer classes about Orthodoxy: Tuesdays 
at 7:00 pm and Saturdays at 4:00 pm. 
 
Check Highlights on the next page for this 
month's liturgy, class and events schedule. 
 
Please feel welcome to attend our classes and 
liturgies! 



 

 

Calendar Highlights 
See also St. Michael’s website for calendar. 
 
Feb 03 Saturday:  

†4:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

 
Feb 04 Sunday: Apostle Timothy of the Seventy 

†8:45 am Orthros 
†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 
Sisterhood Meeting following the Coffee Hour 

Feb 06 Tuesday: NO CATECHUMEN CLASS 
Feb 07 Wednesday: NO MOLEBEN SERVICE 
Feb 10 Saturday: 

†4:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

 
Feb 11 Sunday: St. Ignatius the God-bearer 

†8:45 am Orthros 
†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Feb 13 Tuesday: †7:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s 
Class 
Feb 14 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Vespers for the Meeting 
of the Lord 
Feb 15 Thursday: MEETING OF THE LORD 

†8:45 am Orthros 
†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Feb 17 Saturday:  
†4:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

 
Feb 18 Sunday: Zacchaeus Sunday 

†8:45 am Orthros 
†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Feb 20 Tuesday: †7:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s 
Class 
Feb 21 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Moleben 
Feb 22 Thursday: 5:00-6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal 
Feb 24 Saturday:  

†4:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s Class 
†6:00 pm Vespers 

 
Feb 25 Sunday: Sunday of the Publican and the 
Pharisee 

†8:45 am Orthros 
†10:00 am Divine Liturgy FAST FREE WEEK 

Feb 27 Tuesday: †7:00 pm Catechumen & Inquirer’s 
Class 
Feb 28 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Moleben 

Coffee Hours 
Red is a fasting meal. If you need to change your time, 
please find someone who can trade time slots with you. 

Feb 04: Zarzaur Mar 03: Kim Gilbert, 
Harwell 

Feb 11: Braun-Sue, Sam 
and Sarah 

Mar 10: Hogan, Schultz 
Meatfare Sunday 

Feb 18: Fontane, Gordon Mar 17: Jones 
Cheesefare Sunday 

Feb 25: Eversole/Yelland Mar 24: Kaiser/Erin Terry 
 
Birthdays 

Feb 01: Joe Bergantz Feb 15: Charles Malmede 
Feb 07: Michele Platt Feb 19: Timea Veres 
Feb 09: April Mahafza Feb 21: Kurt Weber 
Feb 11: Ezra Jones Feb 24: Madi Terry 
Feb 11: Lazarus Jones Feb 26: Taylor Terry 
Feb 14: Eszter Veres  

 
Anniversaries 

Feb 22: Pavel & Anya Sievers 
 
Save the Date 
St Sophia Sisterhood Meeting on Sunday, February 4 
after Liturgy 
 
St. Michael’s Choir Practices at 5:00 pm – 6 pm on 
Thursdays - February 22, March 28 and April 25.  
Contact Emma Pcsolyar, emmasolak@gmail.com 
 
Theological Conference: “On 8th Ecumenical Council”  
(March 14–16 at Lake Guntersville State Park Lodge). 
Please visit https://uncutmountainpress.com/shop/ 
product/conference-8th-oecumenical 
 
Annual Retreat (Thursday June 6 – Sunday June 9, Dec 
2024) The 10th Annual St. Michael’s Retreat on Monte 
Sano with speaker Dr. Mark Tarpley. Contact Deacon Fr. 
Benjamin Litter (bdlitter@gmail.com) to reserve your 
campsite. Call Monte Sano for cabins: 256-534-6589. 
 
Theophany House Blessings:  Please contact Fr. Gregory 
at frgregory1@gmail.com to set up an appointment to 
bless your home. 
 
Thanks To – Michelle Platt, Robbie Cox & Stephanie 
Litter for organizing the catered Nativity Celebration on 
January 7 at the Edgewater Clubhouse & Michelle & 
Rick Kaiser for acquiring the Edgewater.  Anya Sievers 
for flowers. 
  



 

 

Parish News  
 
FEASTS: We celebrated the Feasts of the Nativity: 
Jan. 6-7 and the Feast of Theophany Jan 18.  This 
year’s Nativity included a wonderful, catered feast 
meal with live music, followed by the annual 
Schultz Christmas Open House celebration on Jan. 
12.  Traditional wassail and figgy pudding was 
provided to the delight of all. Live music and 
Christmas carols accompanied the festivities.  We 
also had the indoor blessing of the waters this year 
on Jan. 18, but due to the icy, hazardous road 
conditions, were unable to do the Divine Liturgy 
and outdoor blessing of the waters on Jan. 19.   
  

Theological Conference:  The Theological 
Conference/Retreat scheduled March 14 – 16, 
2024 (at Guntersville State Park) now has 143 
people registered.  Fr. Peter Heers will be coming 
to Alabama to work on conference logistics at Lake 
Guntersville.  He will also visit us on Sunday, Jan. 28 
and will give a short update about the conference 
after Divine Liturgy.  Guest speakers to date 
include: authors Dr. Theodore Alexopoulos, Ph.D., 
Constantine Zallalas, MS, Patrick Craig Truglia, 
Metropolitan Neophytus of Morphou, 
Metropolitan Seraphim of Piraeus, Dr. David Ford, 
Fr. Anastasios Gotsopoulos, Fr. Johannes Jacobse, 
and Monk Filotheu Balan.  
  

New Property Update:  We made tremendous 
progress by the end of December 2023, cutting 
down the $239,000 deficit to only $66,000 of the 
cash equity needed to close the loan and begin 
construction.  Some of our friends and parishioners 
who made Building Fund pledges last year have not 
made all their payments.  Please check your 
financial records to make sure that you are current 
with your pledge payments and be sure to contact 
our Treasurer, Caleb Eversole or Fr. Gregory if you 
have any questions or need to discuss your pledge.  
We really need everyone to make their pledge 
payments in order to close this gap so we can get 
the construction loan and begin work on the new 
building.  In the meantime, the water utilities are 
being installed and should be completed very soon.  
There was a large crew from the utility contractors 
on site on January 27.  While we will continue the 
Moleben & Akathist services to St. Michael for 

heavenly assistance, even if you are not able to 
come on Wednesday evenings, please include our 
new church building project in prayers at home! 
  

 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
  

Theophany House Blessings:  As many of you 
know, it is an important Orthodox tradition to have 
our homes blessed between Theophany and 
ideally, before the beginning of Great Lent (Mon., 
Mar. 18).  The house blessing typically takes about 
15 minutes.  House blessings can also be combined 
with optional refreshments or a meal.  In some 
cases, those who live in close proximity might like 
to include several house blessings and meet up at 
one person’s house for fellowship.  There is no 
“fee” that is required for this service, though it is a 
kindness to make a modest offering.  Please 
contact Fr. Gregory to schedule your house 
blessing. 
 

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord in the 
Temple will be celebrated with a Vespers service 
on Wednesday, February 14 at 6pm and on 
February 15, we will begin Matins at 8:45am and 
Divine Liturgy at 10:00am. 
 

The Sts. Mardarije & Sebastion Orthodox Insitute 
will be held this year at the Holy Resurrection 
Serbian Church in Chicago at Bishop Longin’s 
request in Chicago Monday, February 5 – 
Wednesday, February 7.  Bishop Longin has asked 
the active clergy to come to this, so Fr. Gregory & 
Deacon Benjamin will be attending.  If anyone else 
is interested in attending, please go to this link for 
more information:   
https://westsrbdio.org/orthodox-institute/.  
 

Moleben & Akathist Services will continue on most 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm for heavenly 
intercession in support of the building of our new 
church. 
 

Catechumen & Inquirer Classes will continue on 
Tuesdays at 7:00pm & Saturdays at 4:00pm. 



 

 

MEETING OF OUR LORD GOD AND  
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST (February 2/15) 
  

 On the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, the Church commemorates 
an important event in the earthly life of our Lord Jesus Christ (Lk 2: 22-40). 
On the 40th day after birth the God-Infant was taken to the Jerusalem 
Temple -- the center of religious life of the God-chosen nation. By the Law of 
Moses (Lev 12) a woman, having given birth to a child of the male gender, 
was forbidden for 40 days to enter into the Temple of God. After this 
interval the mother came to the Temple with the child, so as to offer to the 
Lord thanksgiving and a purification sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin, the 
Mother of God, did not have need for purification, since without defilement 
she had given birth to the Source of purity and sanctity, but in profound 
humility she submitted to the precepts of the Law. 
  

At this time there lived at Jerusalem the righteous elder Simeon. It 
had been revealed to him that he would not die until he should behold 
Christ the Saviour. By inspiration from above, the pious elder went to the Temple at that very moment when the 
Most Holy Mother of God and Righteous Joseph had brought there the Infant Jesus, so as to fulfill the ritual 
ceremony of the Law. The God-Bearer Simeon took the God-Infant in his arms, and having given thanks to God, he 
uttered a prophecy about the Saviour of the world: "Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart, O Lord, with peace 
according to Thy word, wherefore hath mine eyes beheld Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face 
of all peoples, a light to the enlightening of Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel" (Lk 2: 29-32). Righteous 
Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: "Behold, This One is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel and for the 
sign spoken against, and for thee thyself a sword shalt pierce the soul, so that the thoughts of many hearts might 
be revealed" (Lk 2: 35). 
  

At the Temple also the 84 year old widow, Anna the Prophetess, daughter of Phanuel, "who did not leave 
the temple, serving God both day and night in fasting and prayer. And she also at that time, having drawn near, 
glorified the Lord and spake about Him (the God-Infant) to all awaiting deliverance at Jerusalem" (Lk 2: 37-38). 
  

Before the Birth of Christ, all righteous men and women lived by faith in the Future Messiah the Saviour of 
the world, and they awaited His coming. The final righteous ones of the closing Old Testament -- Righteous Simeon 
and the Prophetess Anna -- were deemed worthy to meet at the Temple the Bearer of the New Testament, in the 
Person of Whom both Divinity and humanity do meet. 
 
       The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the Christian Church, but in spite 
of its early origin, this feast was not so solemnly celebrated until the VI Century. During the reign of Justinian in the 
year 528, a catastrophe befell Antioch -- an earthquake, in which many people perished. And upon this misfortune 
there followed others. In the year 544 there appeared a pestilential plague, daily carrying off several thousand 
people.  During these days of widespread travail, it was revealed to a certain pious Christian that the celebration of 
the Meeting of the Lord should be done more solemnly.  When at the day of the Meeting of the Lord the all-night 
vigil was finally made with church procession, the disasters at Byzantium ceased. In thanksgiving to God, the 
Church established in 544 that the Meeting of the Lord should be done more solemnly. (from the Synaxarion) 
  
 Let us pray that in celebrating this Feast, the Lord will deliver us from all calamities as He did for our 
Christian brothers and sisters in ancient times. 



 

 

Nativity Celebration at Edgewater Clubhouse



 

 

The Schultz Annual Christmas Party 



 

 

Around the Parish 
 

 
  

Vespers for Theophany and the Blessing of the Indoor Waters

House Blessing for John and Anna Jones and Family



 

 

Prayers for the Living 
CHURCH MEMBERS AND ORTHODOX FRIENDS Wanda (Christine) Gilbert and Pat Darzi. Please pray for God’s help with 
building of the future Church and hall on our new property on Madison Blvd. 
 
FRIENDS OF MEMBERS, INQUIRERS, AND CATECHUMENS Joseph Bishoff, Rob Christiansen, Scot Dill, Caelan and Tallys 
Heiss, Sam Johnson, David Reid, Mark & Vanessa Bamford, Mark Lief, Adam Isom & Rachael James. 
 
Prayers for the Reposed 
ORTHODOX Sarah Smallidge-Hoyle, Alexandr Etenko, Alevtina Shirotov, John Driver, Shannon (Brigid) McBride, Dolores 
Gelemy (Pat Darzi’s sister), Anna Kobasa (mother of Helen Bergantz), Monk Maximos Rossi, Alexander Fedoseenko 
(Oksana Falconbury’s father) Matushka Ann Hopko, Madelyn Lloyd, John Leonforte, Larissa Newman, Tamara Savina, Jim 
Nordness, Patriarch Iriney, Metropolitan Amphiloque, Fr. James Barfield, Carl Brennan, Fr. Michael Vanderhoef, Fr. 
Patrick Kinder, Bill McKenney, Eli Grba, Fr. Athanasius Shaw, Gennadiy Zhmaylo, Fr. Chris Williamson, Gregory Hughes, 
Ron Waskerwitz, Christopher Pamfilis, Alexa & Hayden Hannig, Nicolae Caracalean, Olga Gulas, Valentina, Vangie 
Pamfilis, Milan Petrovic, Boris and Mary Kochoff, Fryni McCreary, Nelia Friedman, Natalie Elliott, Johanna Hargreaves. 
 
NON-ORTHODOX Ted Darzi, Sylvia Gordon. 

Church Council: 2023 to 2024  
Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz 
President: Sub-deacon Moses (Bob) Zarzaur 
Vice President: Michele Platt 
Treasurer: Caleb Eversole 
Secretary: Rick Kaiser 
Members at Large: Deacon Benjamin Litter, John Duda, 
Serena Harwell, Charles Malmede, Hal Pastrick 
 
Confessions 
Confession may be heard Saturdays after Vespers, 
Sunday 9:40-10am before Divine Liturgy, or contact Fr. 
Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early Sunday 
morning so we can begin Liturgy by 10:00 am. 
 
Church telephone number: 256-881-2449. 
Please contact Fr. Gregory about any pastoral needs. 
 

Clergy 
Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz 
Deacons: Deacon Benjamin Litter 
Sub-deacons: Bob Zarzaur, Joe Bergantz, Hal Pastrick 
Readers / Acolytes: Bill Tanner, Caleb Eversole, Steve 
Cox, David Hogan, Rick Kaiser, Charles Malmede 
Retired Clergy: Archpriest Michael Boyle 
 
Committees / Chairpersons 
Choir Leader Coordinator: Deacon Benjamin Litter 
Choir Leader Director: Emma Pcsolyar 
Choir Leaders: Deacon Benjamin Litter, Bill Tanner, Caleb 
Eversole, Charles Malmede, Emma Pcsolyar, Matushka 
Ann. 
Sisterhood President: Stephanie Litter  
Sisterhood Vice President: Kim Gilbert  
Sisterhood Treasurer: Anya Sievers 
Sisterhood Secretary: Emma Pcsolyar 
 
Auditors: Sarah Braun, Christine Ramirez, Madi Terry 
Sunday School Director: Stephanie Litter 
Flower Arranging Coordinator: Christine Ramirez 
Bookstore Manager: Matushka Ann 
Assistant Bookstore Manager: Erin Terry 
Library: Bill Tanner 
Building Maintenance: Sub-deacon Bob Zarzaur, Rick 
Kaiser 
Website: Charles Malmede 
Facebook, Instagram: Stephanie Litter, Katie Portillo 
Candles, Supplies: Rick Kaiser 
Newsletter, Annual Calendar: Steve Gordon 


