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JANUARY 2024 NEWSLETTER 

St. Michael’s is an Eastern Orthodox Christian 
church. We celebrate the ancient Orthodox 
liturgies in English:  
 

 Vespers at 6:00 pm on Saturdays 

 Martins at 8:45 am on Sundays 

 Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am on Sundays  

 
We offer classes about Orthodoxy on 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm. 

 
Check Highlights on the next page for this 
month's liturgy, class and events schedule. 
 
We welcome you to attend our classes and 
liturgies! 
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Calendar Highlights 

See also St. Michael’s website for calendar. 
 

Jan 03 Wednesday: NO MOLEBEN 

Jan 06 Saturday: Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord 

†4:00 pm No Catechumen and Inquirer’s Class 

†6:00 pm Vespers for Nativity 

 

Jan 07 Sunday: Nativity of Our Lord 

†8:45 am Orthros 

†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Catered Feast Meal at Edgewater 

Jan 10 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Moleben to St. Michael 

Jan 12 Friday: 6 – 10 pm Schultz Christmas Party 

Jan 13 Saturday: 

NO CLASS 

†6:00 pm Vespers 

 

Jan 14 Sunday: Circumcision of the Lord 

†8:45 am Orthros 

†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Jan 17 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Moleben to St. Michael 

Jan 18 Thursday: †6:00 pm Vespers for the Theophany 

of the Lord – Blessing of the indoor waters 

Jan 19 Friday: Theophany of the Lord 

†8:45 am Orthros 

†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

†12:30 pm Outdoor Blessing of the waters 

Jan 20 Saturday: Synaxis of the Baptist 

†4:00 pm Catechumen and Inquirer’s Class 

†6:00 pm Vespers 

 

Jan 21 Sunday: St. George the Chozebite 

†8:45 am Orthros 

†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Jan 23 Tuesday: †7:00 pm Catechumen Class 

Jan 24 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Moleben to St. Michael 

Jan 25 Thursday: †6:00 pm Church Board Meeting 

Jan 27 Saturday:  

†4:00 pm Catechumen and Inquirer’s Class 

†6:00 pm Vespers 

 

Jan 28 Sunday: St. Paul of Thebes 

†8:45 am Orthros 

†10:00 am Divine Liturgy 

Jan 30 Tuesday: †7:00 pm Catechumen Class 

Jan 31 Wednesday: †6:00 pm Moleben to St. Michael 

Coffee Hours 
Jan 07: Platt, Cox  Feb 04: Zarzaur 

     Set-up at Edgewater Feb 11: Braun-Sue,  

Jan 14: Sievers      Sam and Sarah 

Jan 21: Tanner, Portillo Feb 18: Fontane, Gordon 

Jan 28: Veres, Phillips Feb 25: Eversole/Yelland 

Birthdays 
Jan 01: Olesya Phillips Jan 17: Pavel Sievers 

Jan 03: Bill Tanner Jan 26: Steve Cox 

Jan 12: Anna Jones Jan 29: Erin Terry 

Anniversaries 
Jan 24: Miguel and Christine Ramirez 

 

Save the Date 
The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ on Sunday, Jan 07:  
Catered feast meal at Edgewater Clubhouse. Sign-up 
genie will be sent by Stephanie Litter and Coordination 
at Edgewater by Michele Platt. $16.00 per adult & $5.00 
per child, 12 & under, suggested donation.  However, 
everyone should come, regardless of ability to pay. 
 
The Annual Schultz Christmas Party on Friday, January 
12, 6 - 10 pm at 290 Maplewood Dr, Madison, AL 35758.  
Sign-up genie will be sent by Matushka Ann Schultz. 
 
Theological Conference: “On the 8th Ecumenical 
Council”  
(March 14–16 at Lake Guntersville State Park Lodge). 
Please visit https://uncutmountainpress.com/shop/ 
product/conference-8th-oecumenical 
 
Annual Retreat (Thursday June 6 – Sunday June 9, Dec 

2024) The 10th Annual St. Michael’s Retreat on Monte 
Sano with speaker Dr. Mark Tarpley. Contact Deacon Fr. 
Benjamin Litter (bdlitter@gmail.com) to reserve your 
campsite. Call Monte Sano for cabins: 256-534-6589. 
 

Theophany House Blessings: Please contact Fr. 

Gregory at frgregory1@gmail.com to set up an 
appointment to bless your home after Theophany. 

 
Thanks To 

 Anna Jones for decorating the tree and Church 
sanctuary for the feast of Nativity. 

 Elizabeth Yelland for her monthly donation of 
Starbucks coffee. 

 Steve Gordon for his work on the monthly St. 
Michael Newsletters and 2024 St. Michael 
Calendar. We ask for a $5.00 donation for the 
calendar – one per family. 
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Burial Supplies 
 
We also want to thank so many people for their 
contributions to the Burial Supply Suitcase for our 
Christian Ending Committee: 

 Fr. Michael & Mat. Magdalena Boyle donated a 
large black suitcase on rollers that could hold all 
the supplies, 

 Julio and Sheilyn Rivera – Psalter, 

 Deacon Benjamin & Stephanie Litter - New 
Testament, manicure set and ring cutter, 

 John & Anna Jones - disposable diapers and bed 
pads, trash bags, rolled bandages, 4x4 gauze 
pads, wash cloths, sponges and wet wipes, 

 Peter & Timea Veres - Hair shampoo, hairbrush 
and comb and blow dryer, 

 Galina Dukes - Candle votives, 3 white bed 
sheets, 3 XL white tee shirts, 

 Joseph & April Mahafza - Q-tips/long tweezers. 

 

Parish News 
 
FEASTS 
Last month, we celebrated the Entrance of the 
Theotokos with Vespers on Sunday, Dec 03, and with 
Orthros and Divine Liturgy on Monday, Dec 04. We also 
celebrated the Feast of St. Herman of Alaska, North 
America’s first saint, with Vespers on Sunday, Dec 24, 
and with Orthros and Divine Liturgy on Monday, Dec 25. 
 
PARISH EVENTS 
Baptisms: Sophie Anne Pcsolyar on Dec 09 and 
Genevieve Neve on Dec 10. 
Catechumens: Marc, Vanessa and Sofia Bamford on  
Dec 10. 
 
St. Nicholas visited the parish following Coffee Hour on 
Dec 17. Later that afternoon, parishioners performed 
Christmas Carols at The Neighborhood, an assisted 
living facility on Hughes Rd in Madison. Then we made a 
visit to the home of Wanda Gilbert. 
 
The Women’s Book Club continued reading Seven Holy 
Women—Conversations with Saints and Friends. 
 

We also continued the Moleben/Akathist services on 
Wednesday evenings to ask for heavenly intercession 
and support in the building of our new church. 
 
The Nativity Study Group was held on Wednesday 
evenings after the Moleben from Nov. 29th - Dec. 20th. 
 
CATECHUMEN & INQUIRERS CLASSES These classes 
continued Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm and Saturday 
afternoons at 4:00 pm. 
 
NEW PROPERTY UPDATE 
We are close to the finish line! We recently learned that 
we are $239,000 short of the cash equity we need to 
close the construction loan and sign the construction 
contract. This is why we have asked everyone to fulfill 
their pledge payments for 2023 and for those who are 
able, to make a “Christmas Gift” to help reach erase this 
deficit.    
 
In the meantime, the water utilities are nearly 
completed, and our Civil Engineer is working with 
Huntsville Utilities to set up the electrical service. 
 
Above all, please keep praying for this new church 
building project, that everything will continue to move 
forward without any obstacles! 
 

Looking Ahead 
 
CATECHUMEN & INQUIRERS CLASSES 
PLEASE CHECK THE JANUARY CALENDAR FOR Classes on 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm and some classes on Tuesday at 
7:00 pm, due to the holiday feasts. 
  
MOLEBEN & AKATHIST SERVICES 
These services continue on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 
pm (please see the calendar for service times). 
 
THEOPHANY HOUSE BLESSINGS 
It is traditional to have the priest come to bless your 
home once a year.  Please contact Fr. Gregory at 
frgregory1@gmail.com to make an appointment for a 
house blessing.  It is not necessary to prepare a meal 
unless you want to.  It is customary, also, to offer a 
modest donation, if possible.

mailto:frgregory1@gmail.com


 

 

 

The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 

 “From a Virgin didst Thou come, not as an ambassador, nor as an Angel, but the very  

Lord Himself incarnate, and didst save me, the whole man.  Wherefore, I cry to Thee:   

Glory to Thy power, O Lord.”  (from the 6th Ode of the Canon to our Lord Jesus Christ) 
 

Throughout the Old Testament, God was constantly working toward the  

fulfillment of His divine plan to save mankind.  He sent “ambassadors,” such as the holy 

prophets, patriarchs and righteous ones who delivered God’s messages and  

directions to the people.  God also sent angels to help mankind many times:  giving His people 

victory over their enemies and preserving them from harm.  With the Incarnation of Christ 

however, He came in Person, the very Lord Himself incarnate.   

In order to understand the meaning of the Incarnation, we must go back to Fall of our human 

race.  Not wishing to leave mankind in this sorrowful condition, God decided to be born as a man 

of the Most Pure Virgin Mary in order to open the way back to our heavenly home and bring 

salvation to all those who would believe in Him and follow His commandments.   

St. Theophan the Recluse used the following image: “A king promises freedom to a man who is 

imprisoned in a dungeon and bound with fetters.  The prisoner waits a day, then another, then months, and 

years.  He sees no fulfillment of the promise, but does not lose hope, and believes in the king’s words.  

Finally, he sees signs that it is coming soon.  His attention increases—he hears a noise; someone is 

approaching with cheerful words.  Now the locks fall and the liberator enters.  “Glory to Thee, O Lord!” the 

prisoner involuntarily cries, “The end of my imprisonment has arrived, and soon I will see God’s light!”  

This image resonates with the famous statement of St. Athanasius the Great: “The Son of God 

became man, that we might become [like] god.”  In the Gospel of John 10:34, the Lord says “Is it not 

written in your Law, I said ye are gods?”  The Holy Fathers tell us that when we receive the Grace of 

the Holy Spirit at our Baptism, we are reborn into a new spiritual life.   

“What shall we offer Thee, O Christ, who for our sakes hast appeared on earth as man?  Every creature 

made by Thee offers Thee thanks.  The angels offer Thee a hymn; the heavens a star; the Magi, gifts; the 

shepherds, their wonder; the earth, its cave; the wilderness, the manger:  and we offer Thee a Virgin Mother, 

O pre-eternal God, have mercy upon us.”  (from the Nativity Vespers Stichera) 

“…A sacrifice unto God is a broken spirit; a heart that is broken and humbled God will not 

despise…Then shalt Thou be pleased with a sacrifice of righteousness…” (Psalm 50) 

The Lord sacrificed Himself to become incarnate, endure crucifixion and rise from the dead, 

thereby destroying death by death.  As His disciples, He calls us to follow Him by sacrificing 

ourselves.  “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 

me.” (Luke 9:23). With God’s help and the help of the Holy Church, we can receive the strength to 

struggle against the sinful passions and acquire the virtues.  Our participation in the Sacraments 

of Confession, The Mystical Sacrifice of Holy Communion, fasting, prayer, good deeds and all that 

the Church calls us to do, are essential in order for us to ‘become God-like’ through the process of 

deification.   

May our Lord help us to offer ‘a sacrifice of righteousness’ that we may one day be counted 

worthy to enter into His heavenly kingdom! 
  
 



 

 

Fr. Deacon Benjamin Litter



 

 

Around the Parish

Our newest Catechumens: Marc, Vanessa and Sofia Bamford. 



 

 

Fr. Nicholas Solak, Emma and Josh Pcsolyar at Sophia's Baptism  



 

 

Nicholas and Alexandra Neve and Baby Genevieve’s Baptism 
 



 

 

St. Nicholas’ Visit

Caroling at The Neighborhood Assisted Living Facility 



 

 

Prayers for the Living 

CHURCH MEMBERS AND ORTHODOX FRIENDS Wanda (Christine) Gilbert and Pat Darzi. Please pray for God’s help with 
building of the future Church and hall on our new property on Madison Blvd. 
 
FRIENDS OF MEMBERS, INQUIRERS, AND CATECHUMENS Joseph Bishoff, Rob Christiansen, Scot Dill, Caelan and Tallys 
Heiss, Sam Johnson, David Reid, Mark & Vanessa Bamford, Mark Lief, Adam Isom & Rachael James. 
 

Prayers for the Reposed 
ORTHODOX Sarah Smallidge-Hoyle, Alexandr Etenko, Alevtina Shirotov, John Driver, Shannon (Brigid) McBride, Dolores 

Gelemy (Pat Darzi’s sister), Anna Kobasa (mother of Helen Bergantz), Monk Maximos Rossi, Alexander Fedoseenko 

(Oksana Falconbury’s father) Matushka Ann Hopko, Madelyn Lloyd, John Leonforte, Larissa Newman, Tamara Savina, Jim 
Nordness, Patriarch Iriney, Metropolitan Amphiloque, Fr. James Barfield, Carl Brennan, Fr. Michael Vanderhoef, Fr. 
Patrick Kinder, Bill McKenney, Eli Grba, Fr. Athanasius Shaw, Gennadiy Zhmaylo, Fr. Chris Williamson, Gregory Hughes, 
Ron Waskerwitz, Christopher Pamfilis, Alexa & Hayden Hannig, Nicolae Caracalean, Olga Gulas, Valentina, Vangie 
Pamfilis, Milan Petrovic, Boris and Mary Kochoff, Fryni McCreary, Nelia Friedman, Natalie Elliott, Johanna Hargreaves. 
 
NON-ORTHODOX Ted Darzi, Sylvia Gordon. 

Church Council: 2022 to 2023  
Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz 
President: Sub-deacon Moses (Bob) Zarzaur 
Vice President: Michele Platt 
Treasurer: Caleb Eversole 
Secretary: Rick Kaiser 
Members at Large: Deacon Benjamin Litter, John Duda, 
Serena Harwell, Charles Malmede, Hal Pastrick 
 

Confessions 
Confession may be heard Saturdays after Vespers, 
Sunday 9:40-10am before Divine Liturgy, or contact Fr. 
Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early Sunday 
morning so we can begin Liturgy by 10:00 am. 
 
Church telephone number: 256-881-2449. 

Please contact Fr. Gregory about any pastoral needs. 
 

Clergy 
Parish Administrator: Father Gregory Schultz 
Deacons: Deacon Benjamin Litter 
Sub-deacons: Bob Zarzaur, Joe Bergantz, Hal Pastrick 
Readers / Acolytes: Bill Tanner, Caleb Eversole, Steve 
Cox, David Hogan, Rick Kaiser, Charles Malmede 
Retired Clergy: Archpriest Michael Boyle 
 

Committees / Chairpersons 
Choir Leader Coordinator: Deacon Benjamin Litter 
Choir Leader Director: Emma Pcsolyar 
Choir Leaders: Deacon Benjamin Litter, Bill Tanner, Caleb 
Eversole, Charles Malmede, Emma Pcsolyar, Matushka 
Ann. 
Sisterhood President: Stephanie Litter  
Sisterhood Vice President: Kim Gilbert  
Sisterhood Treasurer: Anya Sievers 
Sisterhood Secretary: Emma Pcsolyar 
 
Auditors: Sarah Braun, Christine Ramirez, Madi Terry 
Sunday School Director: Stephanie Litter 
Flower Arranging Coordinator: Christine Ramirez 
Bookstore Manager: Matushka Ann 
Assistant Bookstore Manager: Erin Terry 
Library: Bill Tanner 
Building Maintenance: Sub-deacon Bob Zarzaur, Rick 
Kaiser 
Website: Charles Malmede 
Facebook, Instagram: Stephanie Litter, Katie Portillo 
Candles, Supplies: Rick Kaiser 
Newsletter, Annual Calendar: Steve Gordon 
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