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St. Michaelôs is an Eastern Orthodox  
Christian church. We celebrate the ancient  
Orthodox liturgies in English:  
 
 Vespers at 6:00 pm on Saturdays 
 Matins at 8:45 am on Sundays 
 Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am on Sundays  
 
We offer classes about Orthodoxy: 
Saturdays at 4:00 pm. 
 
Check Highlights on the next page for this 
month's liturgy, class and events schedule. 
 
Please feel welcome to attend our classes 
and liturgies! 
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The month of September is a liturgically rich time.  The Church 
New Year begins on September 1/14 and two of the Twelve Great 
Feasts are celebrated this month:  The Nativity of the Theotokos 
and the Exaltation of the Cross.  

 

On September 8/21, we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of the 
Most Holy Mother of God.  One of the 12 Great Feasts of our Li-
turgical Year, it has been observed that the Orthodox Liturgical 
Year practically begins with this feast and ends with Her Holy 
Dormition or Falling Asleep.  As we read in the Synaxarion for 
this Feast: ñThe Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos was the fruit 
of the prayer of Her pious parents, Sts. Joachim and AnnaéGod in 
His wisdom showed the barrenness of human nature before the 
coming of Christ, by leaving Joachim and Anna childless until they 
were very old.  One feast day they went to the Temple to present 
their offerings, but someone turned to them and said, óYou are not 
allowed to offer with us, because you have no child.ô  These words 
cut them to the heart.  Returning home, St. Joachim went up to the 
desert, to pray alone, and St. Anna at home was shedding abundant 
tears and fervently imploring Heaven.  They both promised God 
that the child He would give them they would dedicate to Him. God 
Who is rich in mercy and full of compassion heard their entreaties 
and sent to Anna the Archangel Gabriel, who announced that she 
would conceive in her old age and bear a child, who would be the 
praise of the whole earth.  When nine months had passed, Anna 
gave birth to the Holy Theotokos, Who at the age of three was dedi-
cated to the Temple by Her Holy parents. 

 

 The Universal Exaltation of the Precious Cross (September 
14/27).  In the 20th year of the reign of St. Constantine the Great 
(326 A.D.), Constantine sent his mother St. Helen to Jerusalem to 
venerate the Holy Places and to find the site of the Holy Sepulchre 
and of the Holy Crossé.St. Helen found the precious Cross with 
the crosses on which the two thieves had hung, but she could see 
no way of telling which was the Cross of Christ.  The resurrection 
of a corpse being carried to burial at the touch of the Holy Wood 
enabled St. Macarius, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, to identify the 
Cross of Christ, for no miracle was worked by the other two cross-
es.  Because the people who had gathered in large numbers at the 
place wanted at least to see from afar the instrument of our Re-
demption, the Holy Patriarch mounted the ambo and taking the 
Cross in his hands, raised it on high so that all could see it.  Anoth-
er of the 12 Great Feasts, the Exaltation of the Cross celebrates not 
only the memory of this event, but also shows forth this instrument 
of shame as having become an image of our Lordôs victory over 
death. (from the Synaxarion) 

 



Baptism of Nensi 
(Helen) Srihayu 

On 
Sunday, August 4 

2024 



David & Nensi 
Hogan 
Wedding  
On  

Saturday,  
August 10, 
2024 



Above left:  Betrothal Ceremony 
Center left:  Crowning 

Orthodox Marriage Ceremony 
For 

Brian & Mary Catherine Ballew 
& 

Taylor & Erin Terry 
On 

Sunday, August 11, 2024 



August 18, 2024 
Alica Bischoff becomes catechumen and 

Fr. Gregory blesses grapes for the Feast of the  
TransfigurationðAugust 19. 



Congratulations to Miguel & Christine Ramirez at the birth of their son, Basil on Friday, 
August 23 at 12:56 am; 9 lbs, 7 oz. 

Below:  Back to School Blessing on Sunday, August 25 


