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August: Important Church Dates:
Saturday 2nd – No Vespers service. Fr. Gregory out of town.
Sunday 3rd – Akathist Service at 10:00 am.
Thursday 14th – Beginning of the Dormition Fast.
Monday 18th – 6:00 pm Vespers for Transfiguration.
Tuesday 19th – Transfiguration of the Lord.
† 9:00 am Orthos
† 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Wednesday 27th – 6:00 pm Vespers for Dormition (end of the
Dormition Fast).
Thursday 28th – The Dormition of Our Most Holy Lady the
Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary.
† 9:00 am Orthos
† 10:00 am Divine Liturgy
Confessions: may be heard Saturdays after Vespers; also
Sunday mornings before Divine Liturgy 9:40 am-10 am or
contact Fr. Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early on
Sunday mornings so we may start Divine Liturgy on time.
Church Cleaning: The Church Council has decided to set up
a church cleaning list, similar to the way we do coffee hour, in
order to give everyone an opportunity to help. Each month,
one person will lead the cleaning party and open the church
and 4 others will be on the list to help. The next cleaning will
be held on Aug. 9th at 9:00AM. Joe Bergantz will open the
church for cleaning.
Cleaning duty list:
1. Hogan/Weber/ Mat. Ann
2. Hoyer
3. Huron
Note: If  you  can’t  make  it  to  the  cleaning,  please  arrange  to  
trade places with someone from the coffee hour list that can.

“…It is with justice and
truth that we call the holy
Mary the Mother of God.
For this name embraces the
whole mystery of the
dispensation…also  because  of  
the  deification  of  man’s  
nature…for  [she]  was  the  
means of bestowing manhood
on the God and Creator of all,
Who deified the nature that
He assumed…”  
St. John Damascene

Coffee Hour: (*Dormition Fast)
Aug 3rd – Jokich
Sept 7th – Pickles
Aug 10th – Kaiser
Sept 14th – Platt
*Aug 17th – Kioutas
Sept 21st – Taylor
*Aug 24th – Lee
Sept 28th – Wolf/Standifer
Aug 31st – Pastrick
Birthdays and Anniversaries
God Grant Them Many Years!
Birthdays:
12th – Dragan Vukosavljevic
14th – David Hogan
14th – Carol Wolf
16th – Kathy Thomas
24th – Michele Jokich
26th – Catrina Thomas
Church Needs: Regular and decaffeinated coffee. Specialty
coffee is always a nice treat! Also, we need paper towels. If you
can donate any of these items it would be greatly appreciated!
Please note: the Church telephone number is:
256-881-2449
Office hours at the church are as follows.*
Tuesday:
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Wednesday:
12 noon – 6:00 pm
Thursday:
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
*Please note: while Fr. Gregory will normally be at the
church during these times, pastoral needs will be given
priority (i.e.; when someone is ill, etc.). If you need to see
him, it is recommended that you call ahead.

Prayer List:
Please keep in your prayers
Living: Church Members: Vangie Pamfilis, Milka Taylor (recovery from surgery). Friends of Members: Danny, Jean,
Donna,  Doug,  John,  Rachel,  Demi,  Anne,  Joanne  Karas,  Glen,  Janet  Burn’s  daughters  Rebecca  and  Kara,  and  
granddaughter Victoria, Kathy Hoyer, Kathy Thomas & daughter Catrina.
Reposed: Jim Smith (Lisa  Crafts’  father), Anna Scoggins (mother of Kathy Hoyer), Mary Kochoff, Mary, Sam, Frances,
Joe, Anne, Stan, Daniel, Anna, Fryni, Nelia, Natalie, Olga  Hansen’s  father, Dragan, and Taylor Keesling (grand niece of
Roger Ellis).
Church Council – 2013 to 2014
Father Gregory Schultz – Parish Administrator
Hal Pastrick– President
Bob Zarzaur – Vice President
Joe Bergantz – Treasurer
Michele Platt – Secretary
Members at large – Sandy Ellis, Mike Jokich,
Rick Kaiser, Charles Malmede, Marshall Standifer
Choir Director: Sandy Ellis
Ass’t  Choir  Director:  Mat.  Ann
Sisterhood President: Shellie Kioutas
Website Coordinator: Charles Malmede
Librarian – Leslie Hargrave
Sunday School Coordinator: Mat. Ann
Church Supply Coord.: Volunteer Needed!

News Items - Please send church news items to the
Newsletter Editor: Rick Kaiser at rkmk2012@gmail.com
New committees/chairpersons:
Committee - Head
Parish Council - Hal
Sisterhood - Shelly
Sunday School - Matushka Anne
Russian School - Elena Lee
Events - Olga Hansen
Library - Leslie
Bookstore - Matushka Anne
Building Maintenance - Bob and Rick
Welcoming - Charles
Capital Campaign - Hal and Joe
Website - Vicki
Bulletin – Rick

Church Library News:
It is wonderful that many of our church members have been checking out books and reading them. However, our Church
Librarian would like to remind everyone that it is a lending library and that all books must be checked out using the
clipboard and returned. When you return books, please do not re-shelve them; but rather, place them on the bottom shelf
by the clipboard. Please let Matushka Ann know if you have any questions. Thanks!

congratulations
On Sunday July 20th after the Divine Liturgy, Fr. Gregory and Fr. Milorad
Loncar conducted the wedding ceremony for John Johnson and Tatyana
Malyarenko, followed by a wonderful reception at The Ledges! May God
grant them many years!!!

“He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do”  (John  14:12)
The month of August marks the close of the Liturgical Year. Two
of the Great Feasts of our Holy Church occur in August: The Feast
of the Transfiguration of our Lord and the Dormition of the Most
Holy Theotokos. As disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, we are
called to follow Him. Each person is given different gifts, different
talents and different experiences by our Lord. Just as we all share
in Holy Communion and in uniting ourselves with Him and with
one another, so too, we share to some degree in His
Transfiguration and His Resurrection.
In the Troparion (hymn) for the Transfiguration we sing:
“Thou wast transfigured upon the mountain O Christ our God, showing Thy glory to Thy disciples as far as
they were able to bear it. At the intercessions of the Theotokos, make Thine everlasting light shine forth also
upon us sinners. O Giver of light, glory to Thee.”    
Our father among the saints, St. Gregory Palamas, Archbishop of Thessalonica,

established  the  Orthodox  teaching  concerning  God’s  essence and  God’s  energies. St. Gregory affirmed
that  just  as  Moses  was  not  permitted  to  see  God’s  face,  (for  God  said  to  Moses  ‘no  man  can  see  my  
face  and  live’),  nevertheless,  we  can  experience  God’s  ‘energies’  as  He  reveals  Himself  to  us.    
According  to  Archimandrite  George,  Abbot  of  St.  Gregoriou  Monastery  on  Mt.  Athos,  “Let us give a
relevant example from things human. If we grasp a bare electric wire, we will die. However, if we connect a
lamp to the same wire, we are illuminated. We see, enjoy, and are assisted by, the energy of electric current, but
we are not able to grasp its essence. Let us say that something similar happens with the uncreated energy of
God.
Archimandrite George also writes about  how  we  participate  in  God’s  energies  through  the  Grace  
which is given to us in the Holy Church through the process of theosis.    “What a great blessing that we
commune through the immaculate Mysteries! Christ becomes ours; the life of Christ becomes ours; His blood
becomes our blood. St. John Chrysostom says that God has nothing more to give man than what he gives him in
Holy Communion. Man cannot ask anything more of God than what he receives from Christ in Holy
Communion. So, being baptised, chrismated, confessing, we commune through the Body and Blood of the Lord,
and we too become gods by Grace; we unite with God; we are no longer strangers, for we have become familiar
with God. Inside the Church in which we unite with God, we live this new reality which Christ brought to the
world: the new creation. This is the life of the Church, of Christ, which becomes ours as a gift from the Holy
Spirit. Everything in the Church leads to Theosis; the Holy Liturgy, the Mysteries, divine Worship, the Gospel
sermon, the fasting; all of these lead to this one thing. The Church alone is the place of Theosis.”
As our Holy Fathers have pointed out, the birth of the Theotokos
takes  place  near  the  beginning  of  the  Church’s  Liturgical  Year  and  
her Holy Dormition takes place near the end. This Feast of the
Dormition  represents  as  it  were,  a  parallel  to  our  Lord’s  
Resurrection from the dead. The Mother of God died as all people
die and then she was raised up by her Son as the Mother of Life
and participates already in the eternal life of paradise which is
prepared  and  promised  to  all  who  ‘hear the word of God and keep it.’    
The Mother of God is our model and example of the path all
Christians must follow. Just as Mary lived a holy life of humility,
obedience and love, so all Christians are called to achieve these
virtues  with  God’s  help.    And  just  as  Mary  became  a  temple  of  the  
living God, so too we are called to become temples of the living
God and share in the eternal life of His Kingdom.
What Grace is available to us from our Lord and His Holy Mother through our Holy Church! Let us
celebrate with joy these two great feasts that we have been given that we too may grow in the Grace
and Light of the Holy Spirit!
In Christ,
+Fr. Gregory

