Newsletter January 2016
Christ is Born!

St. Michael the Archangel
Serbian Orthodox Parish
Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM Sunday Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Website: www.stmichaelshsv.org/

January Important Church Dates:
*please check calendar for details
Wednesday, January 6th – Eve of Nativity of Christ
†9:00 am Royal Hours
†6:00 pm Compline
(Followed by a potluck fasting meal; please contact
Sandy Ellis)
Thursday, January 7th – Nativity of our Lord
†8:45am Orthros
†10:00am Divine Liturgy
(Followed by potluck meal—please contact Mat. Ann
Schultz)
Friday, January 8th – Christmas open house, 6-10pm
at the Schultz’s; RSVP to mrs.ann.schultz@gmail.com
Sunday, January 17th – Liturgy & Vespers for indoor
blessing of waters
†9:00am Proskomedia
†10:00am Divine Liturgy
Monday, January 18th – Royal Hours for Theophany
†9:00am Royal Hours
†6:00pm Vespers for Theophany & indoor blessing of
waters
Tuesday, January 19th – Theophany of the Lord
†8:45am Orthros
†10:00am Divine Liturgy & outdoor blessing of the
waters
Fr. Gregory is available for house blessings by
appointment after January 19 – Theophany.
Sunday, January 31th – St. Athanasius the Great (373)
†9:00am Proskomedia

Coffee Hour: (*Nativity Fast: fish, wine, oil)
*Jan. 3rd – Sisterhood
Feb. 7th – Sisterhood
th
Jan. 10 – Hogan/Schultz Feb. 14th – Malmede/Chynoweth
Jan. 17th – Huron
Feb. 21st – Pastrick
Jan. 24th – Jokich
Feb. 28th – Pickle
Jan. 31st – Kaiser
Note: If you cannot be at church on your Sunday, please
arrange to trade places with someone from the coffee hour list
that can.
Birthdays:
8th – Elyse Jokich
11th – Mat. Julie Joa
17th – Pavel Sievers
26th – Steve Cox
Anniversaries:
None for January.
News Items – Please send church news items to the
Newsletter Editor: Rick Kaiser at rkmk2012@gmail.com
Supplies Needed: Please consider donating the following:
Fork, Spoons and Plates.
Coffee – Decaf and regular.
Paper Towels – 3 large packs.
Announcements:
Check out the new items in the bookstore/kiosk for
Christmas gifts.

The Nativity of our Lord and God
and Saviour Jesus Christ
Each year as we celebrate the Feast of Christ’s Nativity, our western
culture has developed many customs and traditions that surround us.
Stores begin putting up Christmas decorations and playing the familiar
Christmas carols as early as October 1, and in the mid-1980’s, a new term
was coined for this: “Christmas Creep.” As we get closer to western
Christmas, the decorating, shopping for presents and office parties can
become almost a frenzy of activity. Yet, for those of us in Orthodox
Churches that celebrate Christ’s Nativity according to the Julian Calendar,
there can be an awkward period between December 25th and January 7th
when the decorations are taken down and things return to ‘business as
usual.’
While it’s great that people acknowledge Christmas each year, it must be admitted that quite a bit of
secular influence seems to compete with the spiritual meaning of this great Feast. Fortunately, our Orthodox
Church has preserved for us the great mystery of Christ’s Incarnation through the Divine Services, Holy
Fathers and Sacred Tradition.
In order to better appreciate the true meaning of the Incarnation, we must go back to the Garden of Eden,
for it was there that our ancestors Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s commandment and brought about the Fall
of our human race. Not wishing to leave mankind in this sorrowful condition, God decided to be born as a
man of the Most Pure Virgin Mary in order to open the way back to our heavenly home and bring salvation
to all those who would believe in Him.
St. Theophan the Recluse compared this with the following image: “A king promises freedom to a man
who is imprisoned in a dungeon and bound with fetters. The prisoner waits a day, then another, then months,
and years. He sees no fulfillment of the promise, but does not lose hope, and believes in the king’s words.
Finally, he sees signs that it is coming soon. His attention increases—he hears a noise; someone is
approaching with cheerful words. Now the locks fall and the liberator enters. “Glory to Thee, O Lord!” the
prisoner involuntarily cries. “The end of my imprisonment has arrived, and soon I will see God’s light!”
This image resonates with the famous statement of St. Athanasius the Great: “The Son of God became
man, that we might become god.” In the Gospel of John 10:34, the Lord says “Is it not written in you Law, I
said ye are gods?” The Holy Fathers tell us that when we receive the gift of the Grace of the Holy Spirit at
our Baptism, we are reborn into new spiritual life. With God’s help and the help of the Church, we can
receive the strength we need to struggle against the sinful passions and acquire the virtues. However, our
participation in the Holy Sacraments of Confession and Communion and all the rest, are essential in order
for us to ‘become God-like’ through deification as our Holy Fathers called it. Let’s reflect on these things
that we might better be able to give thanks to God for this great gift of His Incarnate Son, Who frees us from
death and sin and offers us salvation and eternal life!
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ecember 2015: This past month has been a busy one at St. Michael’s. We had a special visit by St.
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Nicholas who took time out from his busy schedule to stop by after Divine Liturgy on December 20th. Then, on
December 21st, a group of our children visited the elderly residents of Heritage Retirement Home and gave
them cookies and Christmas cards. The St. Michael’s Carolers visited the Fann State Veteran’s Home and
Heritage Retirement Home to bring Christmas cheer to the elderly folks there with many lively and traditional
carols. A group of St. Michael’s parishioners also car-pooled through the Galaxy of Lights followed by a tasty
dinner at Wintzell’s Oyster House.
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Confessions: may be heard Saturdays after Vespers; also Sunday mornings before Divine Liturgy between 9:40
& 10 am or contact Fr. Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early on Sunday mornings so we may start
Divine Liturgy on time.
House Blessings: Please contact Fr. Gregory to schedule your house blessing at: (church) 256-881-2449;
(home) 256-325-4401 or (email) frgregory1@gmail.com
Prayer List:
Please keep in your prayers
Living: Church Members & Orthodox Friends: Jim Cesari, Lisa Craft, Anna Fontane, Leslie Hargrave, Harris
family, Phil Harwell, Kathe Hoyer, Veronika Johnson, Weston Letson, Sean Perry & family, David & Cate
Queener, Ron Waskerwitz, Tim Waskerwitz, Kurt Weber, Adam & Brittni Zarzaur and Brad Zarzaur. Friends of
Members: Anna Kobasa (mother of Helen Bergantz), Corey Robinson, Danny, Jean, Donna, Doug, John,
Rachel, Demi, Anne, Joanne Karas, Glen, Catrina Thomas, Todd McCaffery, Kate McCaffery.
Reposed: Vangie Pamfilis, Milan Petrovic, Jim Smith (Lisa Crafts’ father), Larry Smith (Lisa Craft’s Uncle),
Anna Scoggins (mother of Kathy Hoyer), Mary Kochoff, Mary, Sam, Frances, Joe, Anne, Stan, Daniel, Anna,
Fryni, Nelia, Natalie, Clyde Ennis (Leslie Hargrave’s grandfather), Brandie Cesari (Jim Cesari’s wife).

Committees/Chairpersons:
Choir Director – Sandy Ellis
Ass’t Choir Director – Matushka Ann
Sisterhood President – Iryna Haddock
Sunday School Director - Matushka Ann
Church Supply Coordinator – Loren Capsopoulos
Library & Bookstore – Matushka Ann
Building Maintenance - Bob and Rick
Welcoming Committee Coordinator – Charles Malmede
Capital Campaign – Hal Pastrick and Joe Bergantz
Website – Charles Malmede
Newsletter Bulletin – Rick Kaiser
Candle Supplies – Michele Kaiser

Church Council – 2015 to 2016
Father Gregory Schultz – Parish
Administrator
Bob Zarzaur– President
Michele Platt – Vice President
Joe Bergantz – Treasurer
Marshal Standifer – Secretary
Members at large – Sandy Ellis, Mike
Jokich, Rick Kaiser, Charles Malmede, Hal
Pastrick

Please note: the Church telephone number is:
256-881-2449
Office hours at the church are as follows.*
Tuesday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Wednesday: 12 noon – 6:00 pm
Thursday: 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
*Please note: while Fr. Gregory will normally be at the church during these times, pastoral needs are given priority
(i.e.; when someone is ill, etc.). If you need to see him, please call ahead.

