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Christ is Born!
Saturday Vespers 6:00 PM
Sunday Divine Liturgy10 AM

“O Christ, who hast made
Thyself in the form of a
creature of vile clay, by Thy
sharing in that which is worse,
even our flesh, Thou hast made
us partakers in the divine
nature; for Thou hast become
mortal man, yet still remainest
God. Thou hast raised up our
horn, holy art Thou, O Lord.”
From the 3rd Ode of the Matins
Canon of the Nativity of Christ

Website:www.easternorthodoxchurch.org

January: Important Church Dates:
th

Monday 6 – Christmas Eve.
† Royal Hours at 9:00 am
† Compline at 6:00 pm
† 12 Dish Nativity Supper at 7:00 pm
Tuesday 7th – Nativity of the Lord.
† Proskomedia at 9:00am
† Divine Liturgy at 10:00am
† Pot Luck Coffee Hour (Call Matushka to coordinate dishes)
Friday 10th – Christmas Open House at Fr. Gregory’s home
6-10pm Please RSVP 608-334-1086
Saturday 11th – 4:00pm Guest Speaker, Fr. Serafim “Visit to Mount
Athos, Greece
Friday 17th – 9:00 am Royal Hours for Theophany
Saturday 18th – 6:00 pm Vespers for the Eve of Theophany. Indoor
blessing of the waters
Sunday 19th – The Holy Theophany of Our Lord, God, and Saviour
Jesus Christ (Baptism of the Lord).
† Blessing of the waters outside 1:00 pm.

Thank you to Tamara Huron for 27 poinsettias to decorate
the Church!
Food Item and Gift Donations: We are looking to provide food
(Christmas dinner and pantry items) and maybe a few small gifts for
a family in need. If you can help please contact Shellie Kioutus at:
kioutas2@hotmail.com

Confessions: may be heard Saturdays after Vespers; also Sunday
mornings before Divine Liturgy 9:40 am-10 am or contact Fr.
Gregory to arrange a time. Please come early on Sunday mornings
so we may start Divine Liturgy on time.

Coffee Hour:
Jan 5th – Hogan/Schultz
Jan 12th – Pickle
Jan 19th – Platt/Kochoff
Jan 26th – Wolf/Standifer

Feb 2nd – Zarzaur
Feb 9th – Bergantz
Feb 16th – Darzi/Malyarenko
Feb 23rd – Ellis

Offerings: Remember to use envelopes, and include your name,
so that the treasurer may credit you with your donations.

Church Needs: Coffee hour plates, bowls, forks, napkins, Olive
Oil (gal. regular not extra virgin) and bouquets of flowers to
decorate the Church on Sundays. If you can donate any of these
items, it would be very much appreciated.

Church Cleaning: Will be held on Jan. 11th at 9:00AM.
Charles Malmede will open the church for cleaning. Attendance
has been low, and we could really use the additional help. Please
come help beautify our church.

Russian School: will meet every Saturday afternoon in our
church hall from 11:30PM to 2 PM. Point of Contact is Elena
Lee (lenaLee10@aol.com) or Alexandra Pickle
(Alexandra.pickle@gmail.com). Everyone is welcome to
participate.

Sisterhood Meeting: There will be a Sisterhood meeting
this month on the 16th at 6:00 pm.
Birthdays and Anniversaries
God Grant Them Many Years!
Birthdays
8th – Elyse Jokich
19th – Allina Hannig
26th – Steve Cox

Community Events/Bulletin Board



Christmas Open House on Friday, January 10 from 6 – 10 pm at Fr. Gregory and Matushka Ann Schultz’s house. Please
RSVP to assist in meal planning at frgregory1@gmail.com or mrs.ann.schultz@gmail.com .
There will be a special Guest Lecture by Fr. Serafim Baltic on Saturday, January 11 th at 4pm; “Insights into Mount Athos.”

Prayer List:
Please keep in your prayers
Living: Milka Taylor, Danny, Jean, Donna, Doug, John, Rachel, Demi, Anne, Joanne Karas, Glen, Janet Burn’s daughters
Rebecca and Kara, and granddaughter Victoria and for Mary Kochoff. Kayla (very sick grandbaby of friends of Rick
Kaiser) and Jim Smith (Catechumen Lisa Crafts’ father).
Deceased: Mary, Sam, Frances, Joe, Anne, Stan, Daniel, Anna, Fryni, Nelia, Natalie, Olga Hansen’s father, Dragan; and
Harold Kendall (Ray’s dad).
Church Council – 2013 to 2014
Father Gregory Schultz – parish administrator
Hal Pastrick– president
Bob Zarzaur – vice president
Joe Bergantz – treasurer
Michele Platt – secretary
Members at large – Sandy Ellis, Mike Jokich, Rick Kaiser, Charles Malmede, Marshall Standifer
News Items - Please send church news items to the Newsletter editor, Rick Kaiser at rkmk2012@gmail.com
Website - Vicki Kendall; Choir Director – Sandy Ellis; Librarian – Leslie Hargrave

The following is an excerpt of a letter from St. Nicholai Velimirovic in response to a letter he received from
a worker named Mitar F. It provides an excellent reflection on the meekness of Christ and why He chose to be
born in a cave. Our modern day society has become so materialistic that often the spiritual significance of
Christ’s Nativity is lost in the midst of all the dazzling lighted Christmas displays, the endless shopping, rich
foods and the emphasis upon a humanistic, sentimental parody of what was originally and has always been
one of the Twelve Great Spiritual Feasts that the Christian faith celebrates each year.
Why the Savior Was Born in a Cave
By St. Nicholai Velimirovic
Meekness is the first virtue which Christ recommended to people in His Sermon on the Mount. And by
His example, that was the first virtue that He showed, by being born not in a royal palace but in a cave for
sheep.
The next very important practical lesson, which the Lord showed the world with his birth in the cave is
this: to remove oneself in order to make room for others; to be content only with the most necessary things.
As God’s Apostle teaches, “And when we have food and clothing, let us be content with this.” Is this not a
good lesson for today’s world in crisis?
The important lesson is also in that a place does not give meaning to a man, but a man to a place. A man is
more valuable than anything on earth. Neither do riches and outward glitter increase the value of a man, nor
does poverty decrease it. You know what He said about John the Baptist, a man without a home – “What did

you come out to see? A man dressed in fine raiment? Behold, those who wear expensive robes live in
pleasures and dwell in royal palaces.” King Herod lived in a royal palace and in soft robes but he was not a
man, but a fox. Pilate also did, but he was not a man but a Roman wolf. So did the Pharisees, but they were
not men but a generation of vipers. And the homeless John was greater than all those in the palaces – no one
born of woman was greater than John the Baptist.
Here is one more lesson. The Kingdom of Heaven is more important for a man than anything in the world.
One can obtain that kingdom regardless of where he is born and where he lives; in a city, or in the village, or in
the desert, or in the cave. The Lord wanted to give a lesson to the world which sought the light only in big
cities by showing them that the true light can appear from a lowly cave. This was later proved also by
countless cave dwellers, the great spiritual figures and true beacons of light.
In my opinion there is another, not small reason, that Christ was born in a cave. In the Holy Land, four
important caves stand until this day. They stand as they were at that time of Christ’s coming into the world.
One is the stone cave in Bethlehem where He was born. Another is a cave on the mountain of the temptation,
where He was tried by Satan. The third is the cave at Golgotha, where He was crucified, where He was
buried, and where He resurrected. And the fourth is the cave on the Mount of Olives from which He ascended
into the heavens. So, the four most important events from the life of the Savior are connected to four
immovable caves. The house where He lived in Nazareth does not exist, nor does the one in Capernaum. Of
all the buildings that He visited, not one stands today—the court of Herod, or Pilate’s house, or even the
Temple of Solomon. Everything that was built by human hands has been ruined by time. But those four
caves, made by God, stand now as they did then, so that no one could doubt that He really was born, that He
was tried as a man, that He was crucified for people’s sins but that He also resurrected, and that he ascended
into the heavens in glory into His eternal motherland where He awaits His righteous ones. The Omniscient
One knew the stone heart of man and the doubting reason of man, and this is why He in His wisdom tied
those great events to four immovable caves. Had Christ been born in a house in some city or village would
that house still be standing and witnessing? Not only the house but the whole city in which Alexander the
Great was born does not exist anymore. The city and even the state in which the great Homer was born is
unknown. But Christ’s holy cave in Bethlehem stands. It stands and testifies.
Know this also: as His body, the home of His soul was not of man but of God the Holy Spirit, so also was
the home of His body, the cave of Bethlehem, not made by human hands but by God the Creator and
Providence. He created it before He created people on earth and when He created it He pre-determined it for
His temporary stay when He would come down to visit the offspring of Adam and Eve. And He also made it
to be the permanent witness of his coming to earth.
Do not marvel because God has chosen such poor habitation for himself. What is exalted by man is an
abomination before God. The King’s palace in Rome was an abomination before God because it truly was a
cave of thieves and criminals and of debauchery. But that which is despised and insignificant in the eyes of
man, is what God often chooses and exults. This is the method of the all wise one. According to that method
He chose the fishermen to be Apostles and the cave to be his cradle.

